
Day 1 -  Sunday 13th November 

 

The first day involved a lot of travelling, which was extremely tiring. 

 

We got our tour briefing when we arrived and then had the opportunity to handle some World 

War One artefacts. These are a pair of World War One era wire cutters. They are designed 

so that in the dark, the enemy barbed wire is easier to cut.  

  

 
 

 

It was really interesting to handle items like parts of shells, helmets and even weapons. 

Being allowed to handle things that are one hundred years old (or even older) was a great 

experience that not many people really get to do.  

 

 

Day 2 - Monday 14th November 

 

 

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery. 

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery was the first Cemetery we visited when we arrived in 

Belguim. It wasn’t until we arrived at Lijssenthoek that I really took in the impact on lives that 

the First World War had on innocent people who most likely didn’t want to go to war. There 

are 9901 people buried in Lijssenthoek, and this wasn’t the largest cemetery we visited.   

 



 
 

Before World War One, Lijssenthoek Cemetery was just farms. During the war, it was 

closest to the Allied Military bases and Ypres battlefields. It was chosen to be the site of a 

casualty clearing station, which was a military medical facility. Now it is a cemetery.  

 

 

Memorial Museum Passchendaele 

 

This is a museum which is devoted to the Battle of Passchendaele in 1917. This is a really 

interesting museum, which is quite different to other museums. This museum features a 

replica World War One dug-out.  

 

Going through the dug-out really made me feel for the soldiers who had to live in these tiny 

tunnels. The museum also featured some replica trenches, which had the same effect on me 

as the dug-out. 

 



 
  

Ceremony of the Last Post at the Menin Gate. 

 

The Menin Gate is a memorial in Ypres which contains the names of  54,896 British and 

Commonwealth soldiers who fell in the Ypres Salient and have no known graves. Every 

night, since 1928, traffic is stopped and the Last Post is played by the local Fire Brigade 

under the memorial’s arches. The ceremony is a really moving experience as I felt emotional 

throughout the entire ceremony.  

 
 



 

 

Day Three - 15th November 

 

Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland Memorial Park 

Beaumont Hamel Memorial, in my opinion, was one of the most moving places that we 

visited throughout our entire trip. This memorial is a site dedicated to the soldiers from the 

Dominion of Newfoundland (now part of Canada) who fell during the First World War. 

Beaumont-Hamel is one of the only places on the Western Front where you can go and view 

actual trenches that were used in the war. One of the most fascinating features of 

Beaumont-Hamel is the giant bronze Caribou (which many people mistake to be a moose). 

This is the symbol of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment. 

 

 
 

 

 

Lochnagar Crater 

Lochnagar was one of the most impressive sites that we visited. Lochnagar Crater is a giant 

crater. The British army laid explosives under a German strong point, and at two minutes to 

half past seven on 1st July 1916, it exploded. This symbolised the start of the British 

offensive against the German lines. The crater that was left was later used by motorbikes 

and had rubbish dumped at the bottom. However, now the crater is a memorial to all who fell 

due to that explosion. You don’t really see how big the crater actually is until you’re there. It’s 

huge. 



 
 

Caterpillar Valley Cemetery 

This cemetery is a memorial to the fallen soldiers from New Zealand. It also includes the 

New Zealand Memorial to the Missing. Out of all 5569 people buried here, 68% are 

unidentified, which when I learned this, I became emotional. These people can’t even be 

named, yet if they hadn’t fought, we may not be living the life we live today. I also learnt that 

in 2004, the remains of one unknown New Zealand soldiers were exhumed and reburied in 

Wellington, New Zealand. He 

represents all those men who 

came from each corner or 

the earth to fight in the war.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thiepval Memorial  

From all the memorials we visited, Thiepval has to be one of the most famous. Thiepval is a 

memorial which contains over 72,000 names of commonwealth soldiers who died during the 

war. I noticed that some names had been removed from the memorial, and when asking, I 

found out that these soldiers had been found and due to DNA testing, were able to be given 

a proper grave. It was here that I really took in the amount of lives lost, and families who 

were unsure if their father, brother, husband or son would ever return.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Day Four - 16th November 

 

Coming World Remember Me Workshop 

This workshop was really fun to take part in, and a great way of leaving something behind in 

Belgium. In this workshop, we got given a lump of clay and had to mold a soldier from it. This 

soldier, in 2018, will be placed in what was once no man’s land in Ypres with a dog tag, 

which will have the person’s name who made it, and a name of a soldier who fell. They aim 

to make 600,000 of these clay soldiers to match the 600,000 people who fell during the war.  

 

 

 

  



Langemark Cemetery 

Langemark is one of the most unique cemeteries that we visited. More than 44,000 German 

soldiers are buried here. Langemark included what is known as the comrades’ grave. This is 

a mass grave that included 24,917 soldiers. Next to the mass grave, another 10,143 soldiers 

are buried, including two British soldiers. We learnt that the French and the Belgians don’t 

visit this cemetery due to the German’s invading in both World War One and World War 

Two. This cemetery shocked me the most, as it’s not a big as the other cemeteries, yet it 

contains even more people. This is due to the German’s only being allowed this cemetery in 

the Treaty of Versailles. To this day, German politicians must ask permission to visit it.  

 

 

 

Tyne Cot Cemetery 

Tyne Cot was the cemetery which really hit me about how many people had died in the war. 

It is the largest cemetery for commonwealth soldiers in any war. Here, we walked around the 

cemetery and really took in the amount of soldiers that died for our freedom. Here, I shed 

tears in remembrance of the soldiers. 

Over 11,000 people are buried here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, this trip was really worth it. It was amazing to see the places where soldiers actually 

fought. It also was emotional at times to see how many people died in the war. They fought 

for our freedom, and for that, I will be forever grateful.  

 

 

 


