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A MESSAGE FROM  
THE DIRECTOR OF 
COWLEY SIXTH FORM
I am delighted that you are considering 
the Sixth Form at Cowley International 
College as the next step in your academic 
career. 

Students come to 
Cowley from schools 
in St Helens and 
from as far afield as 
Liverpool.  We are 
known for being a 
friendly and 
welcoming college.
 
 
I am proud to have a dedicated team of 
teachers, tutors and mentors who go 
the extra mile to ensure every student is 
supported and that they are on target to 
achieve their goals. Everyone is treated as 
an individual and we take the time to get 
to know every student, their goals, needs 
and aspirations.

When a student is happy and in a place 
where they are supported, they learn, 
grow and reach their potential. Students 
from schools across St Helens and further 
afield attend Cowley Sixth Form and we 
are known for being a friendly college. 
Visit one of our Open Evenings and you 
will see this for yourself. 

Though students are supported and  
guided every step of the way, we expect 
our Sixth Form students to be 
independent and to take responsibility for 
their learning and time management.   

This is underlined by our  
college motto, ‘Achiev-
ing the highest standards 
together’ – we will give 
you every opportunity and 
resource to achieve your 
best, but in turn, we expect 
the best from you.  We  
believe that every student 
can excel when they are in 
the right environment.  

Being a larger than average 
Sixth Form, we offer more 
choice than ever with our 

impressive range of courses, from 
traditional A-levels, BTECs, Diplomas and 
careers based courses.

Exam results each year are getting 
better and better.  We are seeing more 
students go onto competitive courses 
within the best universities in the UK.  

As the Director of Sixth Form, I am  
extremely proud of the college and would 
like to extend an invite to you to attend 
one of our Open Evenings, to see where 
Cowley could take you. 

Mr Hesketh 

Director of Cowley Sixth Form
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2017 SAW COWLEY SIXTH FORM 
ACHIEVE GREAT RESULTS 

MIX AND MATCH 
A-LEVELS AND BTECS
Cowley Sixth Form offers 
students the chance to 
study A-levels alongside 
vocational courses.

INTERNATIONAL AND  
EUROPEAN TRIPS
Students have enjoyed trips 
from seeing the bright lights 
of New York to London’s 
eerie dungeons.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
TALENTED SPORTS  
PLAYERS
Talented rugby players 
have the chance to train 
with Saints within Cowley’s 
grounds.

OUR LINKS WITH TOP  
UNIVERSITIES
Students have the chance 
to visit top Universities. 
The Honours Programme 
includes an overnight stay at 
Cambridge University.

NEW COURSES
Nursing Cadetship,  
Construction and Musical 
Theatre are just some of the 
new courses on offer.

VARIETY OF COURSES TO 
CHOOSE FROM
A-level, vocational and  
career based.  Whatever 
your career goals are, we 
have the course to suit you.

OFSTED: GOOD SCHOOL
In October 2016, Ofsted 
confirmed that Cowley Sixth 
Form is a Good school.

HONOURS 
PROGRAMME
High achievers are 
supported financially and 
academically on this tailored 
programme.

SMALL CLASS SIzES
We take the time to get to 
know every student. Small 
class sizes ensure you get 
the quality education you 
deserve.

1 85

3

74

2 9

6
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CONTINUED 
INVESTMENT
This year, we have new 
break-out space for students, 
equipped with mobile phone 
charging stations.  There’s also 
been a £20k+ investment in 
Computer Games equipment.



Mark Gabriel
A* A A A 
Physics with Astrophysics  
The University of Manchester

Lauren Atherton
A* B B B
Biological and Medical Science  
The University of Liverpool

Rhiannon Glynn
A* A A B
Psychology  
Lancaster University

Georgia McClymont
A* A B B
Art Foundation Degree  
St Helens College

Connor Parker
D* D* D* D*
Games Design 
UCLAN

Darshan Gahlè 
A A D* D*
Engineering  
The University of Manchester
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2017 SAW COWLEY SIXTH FORM 
ACHIEVE GREAT RESULTS 

STUDENT SUCCESS

Name   High School Grades  Now Studying      

Mark Gabriel  Cowley  A* A A A  Physics with Astrophysics, The University of Manchester

Rhiannon Glynn  Cowley  A* A A B Psychology, Lancaster University

Darshan Gahlè   Haydock A A D* D* Engineering, The University of Manchester

Georgia McClymont Cowley  A* A B B Art Foundation Degree, St Helens College

Lauren Atherton St Cuthbert’s A* B B B Biological and Medical Science, The University of Liverpool

Holly Murtagh  Haydock A* B B   Gap year 

Thomas Rimmer Cowley  A A B B B  Biochemistry, The University of Nottingham

Lauren Price  Cowley  A A B  English Literature, The University of Liverpool

Connor Parker  Rainford D* D* D* D* Games Design, The University of Central Lancashire

Emily Ledsham  Cowley  D* D* D* Nursing, The University of Leeds

D* = Distinction Star.  Distinction Star is 
the equivalent of grade A or A* at A-level.
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SAINTS ACADEMY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

TRAIN AND PLAY RUGBY LEAGUE  

WHILST STUDYING 

COWLEY SIXTH FORM OFFERS STUDENTS THE CHANCE TO 

SEE PAGE 47 



Cowley Honours 
Programme

This programme is designed to challenge and motivate 
our brightest students. 

The programme involves additional academic support, 
enrichment and UCAS guidance to provide the best 
possible preparation for entry to the most competitive 
universities and courses in the country.

Honours Programme students will be given the 
opportunity to participate in tailor-made enrichment 
activities that are designed to stretch and challenge. 
These activities will be used to support university  
applications and may take the role of credible work  
experience placements offering an insight into chosen 
career fields. 

Cowley International College has strong links with many 
universities and throughout their time on the Honours 
programme, students will meet representatives from a 
wide variety of institutions, including many Russell Group 
Universities.

Features and Benefits 
• A visit to Cambridge University (overnight stay)
• A visit to at least one of the following Russell Group 

Universities: University of Sheffield, University of 
Leeds, University of York

• A personal mentor
• A basic language course in Mandarin Chinese
• A programme of personal support to include UCAS 

applications, personal statements and interview  
techniques/public speaking

• An opportunity to complete the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ)

• Personal guidance on applications for the most  
demanding university courses, including:  
Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science

• 

Cowley Honours Programme - Student Success 2017 
Top five performers

Mark Gabriel  A* A A A 

Rhiannon Glynn  A* A A B

Georgia McClymont A* A B B 

Lauren Atherton A* B B B 

Thomas Rimmer A A B B B  

 
Courses that Honours Programme students have chosen 
to study at university include:

Biological and Medical Science

Psychology

Physics with Astrophysics

Pharmaceutical Science

Zoology

Biochemistry

English Literature

7

Students are expected to achieve a minimum of  
four grade 7-9s, this may include 1 Distinction at BTEC.

A student who has shown excellence in:
• Sports 
• Performing Arts
will also be considered for entry onto this exclusive 
programme.



Qualifications explained 

What you can study at Cowley
Cowley’s curriculum is one of the most varied of any 
post-16 institution in the country. 
 
Graded ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted, the curriculum at Cow-
ley offers students the chance to follow their interests 
and play to their strengths. 

We offer an extensive range of courses from traditional 
A-level subjects (English Literature, Mathematics, 
History), to subjects not offered at GCSE (Law, Film 
Studies and Sociology), as well as career based courses 
(Nursing Cadetship and Construction).

A-levels 
Want to follow the traditional academic route to univer-
sity? See our extensive range of A-level courses starting 
on page 13. 
All subjects with a green title are A-level. 

BTECs 
BTECs can be taken to the equivalent of up to three A-
levels. Designed to meet the needs of employers, BTECs 
are work-related qualifications for learners taking their 
first steps into employment or planning to enter univer-
sity.

BTECs are directly equivalent to A-levels and they are 
more robust than ever as they include some external 
assessment.

We’ve seen some incredible results from BTEC students, 
including Billie Santos who studied BTEC Engineering 
(alongside A-levels) and went onto study Civil and  
Structural Engineering at the University of Sheffield.
Subjects with a blue title are BTEC 

Foundation 
A course that is unique to Cowley allowing students 
with modest GCSE results to study Level 3 BTEC courses 
in conjunction with GCSE resits in Mathematics and 
English Language.

How many subjects you can choose
A typical combination would be between three and five 
subjects.  Students are able to choose A-levels, BTECs, 
or a combination of both.

The new GCSE grading system
The way that GCSEs are graded will be 9-1, rather than 
A - U.

To help you understand what this means, we’ve put 
below a diagram that shows the current GCSE grading 
system (A-U) and the grading equivalent (9-U).

Grade 4 is a ‘standard pass’ and this is the  
minimum level that students need to reach in English 
and Mathematics.  If a student does not achieve a Grade 
4 or above in English or Mathematics, they will need to 
study and resit as part of their post-16 education.
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4 - bottom of C 

5 - top of C



Qualifications explained Financial
Support

Student
Support

From free breakfast to free bus travel, Cowley Sixth 
Form has a range of financial support and additional 
benefits available for our students. 

We want to make sure that all students can make the 
most out of their college experience and that everyone 
is able to study without finance being a barrier.

16-19 Bursary Scheme Fund
Learners in the Sixth Form may be entitled to a Bursary 
from the 16-19 Bursary Fund. This can be as much as 
£1,200 per year, dependent upon circumstances. The 
payments are to cover expenses such as travel to  
college, meals, interview expenses, books and  
equipment or the cost of trips. 

Free breakfast
Students may be entitled to a free breakfast Monday - 
Friday, dependant on their circumstances.

Free travel
Students may be able to get ALL of their travel costs paid 
if they qualify for the 16-19 Bursary.

Free lunch
Students are able to apply for financial support towards 
the cost of a college lunch each day. 

This is aimed at those students in financial hardship who 
are aged over 16.
 
To be entitled to this, ‘disadvantaged’ is defined by the 
EFA as students being in receipt of, or having parents 
who are in receipt of, one or more benefits (see our 
website for full details).

We have a friendly team who can help students to 
understand what they could get and to assist with any 
application for funding/support.
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EVERY student matters and to that end we have a team 
of staff to ensure that students find Cowley safe,  
enjoyable and productive.   
 
We have specialist teams to deal with any in-class 
needs a student may have and careers advisors to help 
students with the all important decisions about their 
future. UCAS applications and interview techniques are 
supported by a team who have built up specialist  
expertise at getting students onto their choice of 
course. 

Form tutors
All students are assigned to a tutor group which meets 
once a week.  A Form tutor will deal with issues of  
attendance, target setting and careers guidance, as well 
as being a friendly face who can help students to make 
the most of their time at Cowley. 

Study support
Cowley offers students an individual service, providing 
help with study skills and practical advice on a range of 
matters from essay writing to university applications. 

Learning support team
We have a specialist Learning support team who  
support students with special health or educational 
needs and provide any necessary individual support; 
this includes arrangements for extra exam time and the 
provision of readers or scribes and word processors.  
We aim to ensure continuity of any existing provision, 
including the adaptation of learning materials.

Careers advisors
We have close links with careers advisors, who regularly 
visit the college to advise and help students successfully 
move to the next step in their career.  



Choosing what to study next 

can feel like a huge step, 
but we are here to help!
We’ve listed all the A-level, BTEC and Foundation courses available at Cowley Sixth Form and 
details about each course can be found on the next pages in this book. If you need any help or 
wish to speak with us about your suitability for a course, or for advice, get  in touch!



A-level (in alphabetical order)

BTEC (in alphabetical order)

ART AND DESIGN
BIOLOGY
CHEMISTRY
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
FILM STUDIES
FRENCH/GERMAN/SPANISH
FURTHER MATHEMATICS
GEOGRAPHY
HISTORY
LAW
MATHEMATICS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS STUDIES, PSYCHOLOGY 
AND PHILOSOPHY 
PHOTOGRAPHY
PHYSICS
PRODUCT DESIGN
PSYCHOLOGY
SOCIOLOGY

13
20
20
15
15
41
27
17
23
23
27
17
35
25

13
21
37
24
25

Choosing what to study next 

can feel like a huge step, 
but we are here to help!

Please note that the order of subjects in this book does not reflect 
what subjects can be studied alongside each other, this will be 
timetable dependant.

We’ve listed all the A-level, BTEC and Foundation courses available at Cowley Sixth Form and 
details about each course can be found on the next pages in this book. If you need any help or 
wish to speak with us about your suitability for a course, or for advice, get  in touch!

NEW Career based courses

ART AND DESIGN: FASHION AND GRAPHICS
BUSINESS 
CHILDREN’S PLAY, LEARNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT
CRIMINOLOGY
ENGINEERING
GAMES DEVELOPMENT
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
ICT: COMPUTING
MEDIA STUDIES
MUSIC
MUSICAL THEATRE
PUBLIC SERVICES
SCIENCE
SPORT
TRAVEL AND TOURISM

CONSTRUCTION
NURSING CADETSHIP

37
30
33

30
32
43
33
43
41
39
39
31
21
35
31

32
33
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ART & PHOTOGRAPHY

Artwork by Georgia McClymont, Year 13
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PHOTOGRAPHY   
A-LEVEL
 
All students will produce an extensive and personal  
portfolio of work which will enable them to progress onto 
Higher Education.

All students will explore how photography is used to convey 
messages and meaning, and to record evocative moments. 
Students will research and explore traditional and digital 
photography. Work will form a means of personal enquiry 
and expression involving the selection and manipulation of 
images. Students must employ creative approaches which go 
beyond mere observation and recording.  A camera and an 
inquisitive nature are essential for this course.
 
Areas which are explored include:
• Using photography to record personal experiences, 

ideas, information and insights appropriate to intentions 
• Analysis and critical evaluation of photographic images 

to demonstrate an understanding of purposes, meanings 
and contexts 

• Researching and understanding different genres, styles 
and traditions of photography 

• Using a variety of equipment and techniques 
• Developing contextual references to the work of  

others. In particular, students will be expected to  
develop knowledge and understanding of: 

 - Use of light 
 - Understanding film types, film speeds, grain of  
 film stock and other specialised films which will  
 facilitate the processes of generating and  
 developing ideas 
 - Understanding and employing view points,  
 composition and depth of field 
 - Experimenting with manipulation of the image  
 through electronic and mechanical means including  
 computer, scanners and photocopiers 
 
Progression 
Students could go on to Higher Education to study journal-
ism, photography, film or animation at university and colleges 
in the UK and abroad. Alternatively, work from AS and A2
photography portfolios could be used as part of the
application process to art and/or design courses.

Entry requirements 
Students will only be considered if they have achieved a 
Grade 6 in GCSE Art or a related subject, i.e. Graphics or  
Photography.  
 

Students do not need to have any previous experience of
photography to study this subject, but a strong interest in the
subject is absolutely essential, as is a Grade 5 in Mathematics
and English. Students will need to work hard to develop
technical skills and spend time researching projects,
alongside the more practical elements of the course

ART AND DESIGN   
A-LEVEL
 
The Art department focus on developing a student who is 
confident to choose which artistic pathway they wish to  
follow. The AQA GCE A-level Art & Design course is used as 
we believe our students deserve to study the art discipline 
they prefer; a student may choose to study one of the  
endorsed courses such as Fine Art or Photography. 
 
Each student has a review every half term in which their 
work is assessed and areas for further investigation are  
discussed and encouraged. Students are expected to be, or 
very quickly become independent learners and thoroughly 
investigate areas of Art which they find particularly  
interesting. 

There are three staff members in Art and each is a practicing 
artist; they are passionate about their own work and  
preferred discipline. Our department has consistently  
magnificent grades because of the expertise and high  
expectations of our staff and students and the amount of 
teaching time devoted to individual learners. 
 
Why study Art?  
Our staff members nurture students’ artistic abilities and 
provide a vast amount of experiences to enable a student 
to develop their own personal sense of creativity and style.  
A-level Art is an academic subject and therefore, Further 
Education colleges and universities acknowledge the level 
of research demanded of the individual in the completion of 
the personal study. 
 
Progression 
Our students have a fantastic record of progressing on to 
Further Education colleges and universities, regardless of 
their chosen discipline, whether it is Advertising, Architec-
ture, Theatre Design, Costume Design, Events Management, 
Sculpture, Fine Art, Graphic Design, Games Design or Film/
Television. 
 
A-level Art & Design is for students who want to take control 
of how the world will look in the future - from the buildings 
we occupy (architecture) to the clothes we wear (fashion 
design) to the items we buy (product design) - everything 
must be designed!  
 
Entry requirements 
Students will only be considered for A-level Art & Design if 
they have achieved a Grade 6 in GCSE Art or a related  
subject, i.e. Textiles, Graphics or Photography.  
 
If a student wishes to apply for the course and has not stud-
ied any of the above subjects since Key Stage 3, then they 
must submit a very strong portfolio of creative work on GCSE 
Results Day that includes examples of an excellent drawing 
ability, photography work and artist research, as well as a 
minimum Grade 5 in both Mathematics and English.
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ENGLISH



ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
A-LEVEL
 
If the power of words interests you and you’re keen to discover 
how written and spoken language works in our changing 
world, then this is the course for you. 

Both dynamic and relevant, this course explores how our lan-
guage has evolved over time. Students will explore a variety of 
contexts, genres and audiences and there is also the  
opportunity to produce original creative writing pieces.

Why study English Language?
English Language is central to all other subjects. It is a  
fascinating and engrossing subject, crucial for an  
understanding of why people communicate in the way that 
they do. 

The A-level is also one that Higher Education establishments 
and employers find attractive as it indicates that a student has 
a well-rounded intelligence and an appreciation of accuracy 
in writing. The course is taught by a team of experienced staff 
and has consistently achieved good results over many years.

Progression
The pathways available after study are numerous and include 
degrees specifically in English and related subjects. As the 
course is one with a variety of areas of study the options open 
to students studying it are many; careers linked with A-level 
English Language include: Teaching, Journalism, Publishing, 
TV and Radio, Copy writing, Marketing, Public Relations, Law, 
Social Work and Advertising. 

A-level in English Language is a useful qualification for a wide 
range of university courses, particularly in subjects like  
Journalism and Media.

This A-level is highly regarded and would offer students a good 
opportunity of progression through the Higher Education 
system and beyond. 

Entry requirements
GCSE English Language Grade 6 or higher is essential.

Did you know...
English is the most widely spoken language in the world and 
more countries use English as their official language than any 
other. 1.5 billion people speak some form of English. The lan-
guage contains more words (1 million plus) than any other.

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
A-LEVEL
Students will study novels, plays and poetry from modern texts 
and literary classics.

This qualification is linear, meaning that students will sit all 
exams at the end of the A-level course. 20% of the award is 
based on coursework, also submitted at the end of the course.

A variety of teaching methodologies will be employed in this 
subject. Students are encouraged to explore texts individually 
and in discussion groups. They will be expected to produce 
presentations and undertake independent research using 
excellent local library facilities and ICT. Theatre productions 
and film/audio versions of set texts are used where 
appropriate. The college has well established links with local
universities and we avail ourselves of opportunities to attend
study days held at the universities and to invite speakers from 
universities into college.

Students should be prepared to involve themselves to the 
best of their ability in the whole range and variety of tasks 
and assignments and to honour homework and course work 
deadlines. Students must understand from the outset that 
their success on the course is wholly dependent on the level of 
cooperation, enthusiasm and commitment they demonstrate 
in relation to all aspects of the subject. An ability to pursue 
independent research and study outside lesson time is 
essential. 

Students will enjoy this course if they like reading 
independently and if they have enjoyed reading and writing 
about Shakespeare plays, poetry, drama and novels  
throughout Key Stage 3 and GCSE.

Why study English Literature?
English Literature is an extremely useful qualification for
those who intend to pursue a career in law, journalism,
communications, media, management or teaching, but it is
also a very impressive additional communication skill
indicator, irrespective of career choice. English literature is 
considered a ‘facilitating subject’ by Russell Group Universities.

Progression
Many students go on to study for degrees in Law,
Social Sciences and Languages; the imaginative aspects lend
themselves well to the growing area of Creative Writing.

Entry requirements
GCSE English Language Grade 6 or higher is essential.
 
Did you know...
Shakespeare is the second most quoted writer in English after 
the writers of the Bible. Google him and there are over 150 
million pages!
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MATHEMATICS 
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If you find Pi as easy as...well...pie, and 
have contemplated studying Mathematics 
further, but need a little more convincing, 
read on!
 

1. Humanity needs Mathematics

Just look around. Planes 
flying seamlessly through 
the air, complex medicines, 
computers: all of these  
increasingly vital  
commodities rely on the use 
and study of numbers. 

2. Potential for Joint courses

Joint Honours like:  
Mathematics & Physics,  
Mathematics & History, 
Mathematics & English, 
Mathematics & Spanish or 
Mathematics & Music are 
but a few of the  
increasingly broad range of  

Mathematics based courses available.  

A Mathematics degree does not have to be purely 
numerical, but can involve the arts to offer literary, 
musical or scientific nourishment. 

3. Graduate Prospects

Careers involving Mathematics are typically  
permanent, in that numbers in whichever form they 
take are going to be around forever, and so money, 
computing and many other mathematical fields are 
reasonably safe and financially rewarding career 
paths. 

To top it off, the potential pay of a Mathematics-
based career is a definite bonus factor!



MATHEMATICS  
A-LEVEL
 
A-level Mathematics covers a wide range of topics that will
extend your knowledge of algebra and trigonometry and
introduce you to exciting new concepts such as differentiation
and integration. The new 2-year linear course includes pure 
mathematics, mechanics and statistics.
 
Why study Mathematics?
Some students take Mathematics as it is an extremely 
useful and well respected subject that is widely required for 
a number of degree courses. It is one of the Russell Group of 
Universities’ facilitating subjects and is regarded as one of the 
subjects that will allow you to take a wide range of degree 
courses at university. 
 
For others, they take Mathematics simply because they love 
the Mathematical challenge it offers. There is a real beauty in 
Mathematics that will start to show itself the more you are 
exposed to it.

Progression 
According to the Russell Group, A-level Mathematics is an 
essential or useful A-level subject for the following careers 
and degree choices: Architecture, Biochemistry, Biology, 
Biomedical Sciences, Business Studies, Chemical Engineering, 
Chemistry, Computer Science, Dentistry, Dietetics, Economics, 
Electronic Engineering, Environmental Science, Geography, 
Geology, Management Studies, Materials Science, Mathemat-
ics, Mechanical Engineering, Medicine, Optometry,  
Orthoptics, Pharmacy, Philosophy, Physics, Physiotherapy, 
Psychology, Surveying and Veterinary Science.

Entry requirements
To study A-level Mathematics you will need at least a  
Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics. Students must also be very 
hardworking, as past experience tells us that you must be 
bright and hard working to succeed at A-level Mathematics. 

Did you know... 
Many city traders and bankers (you know, the ones who are 
always in the newspapers earning all that money) have 
Mathematics degrees!

Case study 
Charlie Dwyer recently completed his A-level in Mathematics, 
achieving an A grade. Charlie is now moving on to The  
University of Manchester to study Aeronautical Engineering, 
which includes a year in industry as part of the course.
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS  
A-LEVEL

Any student who wishes to take Further Mathematics at
A-level must also be studying A-level Mathematics. For this 
new 2 year linear Further Mathematics course, students take 
a combination of some Further Pure Mathematics, alongside 
some Decision Maths and an additional Statistics module.

Why study Further Mathematics? 
Further Mathematics is one of the Russell Group of Universi-
ties’ facilitating subjects, as it allows you to take a wide range
of degree courses at university. It can also be extremely help-
ful for students who wish to study subjects such as Engineer-
ing and Physics at university, as a lot of the Further Mathemat-
ics that they study at Cowley is likely to reappear on their 
university degrees.

The number of students taking Further Mathematics is rising 
across the country as students understand its importance in 
gaining one of the new well paid STEM careers. More and 
more careers need students to be strong mathematically and 
Further Mathematics’ students tend to be the very strongest 
of them all - typically students taking Further Mathematics 
have a real advantage in Mathematics, going on to get  
A grades in A-level Mathematics. 

Progression 
According to the Russell Group, A-level Further Mathematics 
is an essential or useful A-level subject for the following  
careers and degree choices: Biochemistry, Biomedical  
Sciences, Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Computer Science, 
Dentistry, Electronic Engineering, Materials Science, Mathe-
matics, Mechanical Engineering, Medicine, Optometry, Physics 
and Veterinary Science. 

Entry requirements
To study Further Mathematics at A-level, you will need a 
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics. Students must also be 
very hardworking, as past experience tells us that you must be 
bright and hard working to succeed at A-level Further Math-
ematics.

Did you know...
Most people think of Albert Einstein to be a scientist  
(you know, he of E = mc2 fame). In fact, most of what he did 
was theoretical – using Mathematics to prove his ideas about 
the Universe.
 
Case study 
In recent years we have had an increasing number of students 
applying for mathematically based degree courses at univer-
sity. One of these students was Luke Doherty, who obtained 
an excellent A* grade in his A-level Mathematics and A* in 
Further Mathematics and is now studying Mathematics at The 
University of Manchester.



SCIENCES
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CHEMISTRY  
A-LEVEL
Year 1 Chemistry
There are topics that will be familiar from GCSE, but these will
be studied in greater detail. New topics will include: Further
Organic Chemistry, Energetics, Kinetics, Equilibria and
Periodicity.
 
Year 2 Chemistry
This takes AS material much further to the full A-level
standard. Thermodynamics is studied in more depth along
with more detailed Organic Chemistry. Transition Metals and
Complexes are studied for the first time.

There are twelve required practicals that you will carry out 
over the two year course. These practicals will provide you 
with the required skills needed for a range of university 
courses and job roles.

Why study Chemistry?
Chemistry explores the building blocks of all living and
non-living substances and tries to explain why certain
substances interact with each other, how they interact and
what happens when they interact.
 
If you enjoyed Chemistry at GCSE and are prepared for some
hard work and hard thinking then Chemistry at A-level is worth
serious consideration. Chemistry will challenge your ideas
and concepts and hopefully encourage you to read around the
subject to get a broader appreciation of the way Chemistry is
used in all aspects of everyday life.

Progression
Chemistry is probably the most useful Science A-level to have 
as it enables progression to many further courses, including: 
Chemistry, Material Science, Biochemistry, Biology, Engineer-
ing/Chemical Engineering. Chemistry is mandatory if you wish 
to follow any medical course, such as: Medicine, Dentistry, 
Veterinary Science, Pharmacy and Pharmacology.
 
A good grade at A-level Chemistry is also suitable for those
who wish to study Law as it indicates a good breadth of
knowledge and understanding.
 
Entry requirements
To study Chemistry at A-level you need to achieve (at least) a
Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry (or achieve a Grade 6 in the Chem-
istry component of the Additional Science examination) and at 
least a Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics.
  
 

Did you know...
The origins of Chemistry is lost in antiquity but historians tell 
us that the skills of changing raw materials into useful  
substances seems to have been practised well before 1000BC. 

The Alchemists’ unrelenting drive to produce the  
‘Philosopher’s Stone’ paved the way for modern Chemistry 
(many elements and chemical principles were discovered or 
developed by them).  

BIOLOGY    
A-LEVEL
Biology is fascinating, complex and involves studying  
everything from the molecular structure of cell components to 
animal behaviour and the interactions of organisms with their 
environment and each other.

A-level Biology looks at the different types of living organisms 
that populate our world and explores the myriad ways of 
sustaining a living organism.

Students will study the very building blocks of life, including: 
DNA, cells and genetics, as well as studying the Biology of 
disease to see what can go wrong with the various life systems. 
Biologists try to understand every living organism we see 
around us, from the smallest bacterial cell to the largest 
mammal; from the tallest tree to microscopic algae.
 
The course will apply learning to the study of the environment 
and offer insights into the biological effects of our living  
conditions.

The course is divided into units which have exams at the end of 
Year 13 to gain the A-Level qualification.

Why study Biology?
Studying Biology could be the opening to an exciting range of 
Biology careers or the continued study into other sciences. The 
origins of living things and how they work is fundamental to 
the world we live in and, whether your interest is in the animal 
world, marine life, humans or plant life, the study of Biology is 
the core of further knowledge and discovery.  

Biology at Cowley is a versatile stepping stone to many fields of 
work and study.

Progression
A-level Biology can open up a range of careers and higher 
education courses in Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, 
Optometry, Physiotherapy, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Forensic 
Science, Biomedical and Biological Sciences, Environmental 
Health and Food Sciences. A-level Biology can also help gain 
direct entry into employment, especially into the scientific and 
related sectors.

Entry requirements
A minimum pass of a Grade 6 in GCSE Science.  Ideally, Biology 
should have been studied at further additional level, but this is 
not necessary.

Did you know...
Every single cell in the human body replaces itself over a  
period of seven years. That means there’s not even the  
smallest part of you now that was part of you seven years ago. 

Throughout the course we study how the replication of cells 
can make beautiful people and terrifying diseases!
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PHYSICS   
A-LEVEL
Are you interested in finding out how the universe works? Are 
you fascinated in the fundamental particles that make up  
matter and the fundamental forces that hold everything 
together? 

If so, then this is the right course for you!

The A-level Physics course covers nine topics over the two 
years. At the end of the A-level course, there will be three 
external examinations which will cover these topics; there 
will also be assessment questions on practical skills and data 
analysis included in one of these papers. 

Why study Physics?
Studying Physics is a great way of keeping your future options 
open because it provides such broad training that whatever 
career you have in mind, Physics will stand you in good stead. 

Over the duration of the course, you will have plenty of  
opportunities to develop your analytical, research, practical 
and presentation skills, all of which will increase your future 
employability. 

Progression
Physics is a subject that is highly regarded by universities and 
employers. Past students have gone on to study courses such 
as: Mathematics, Astrophysics, Engineering, Medicine and 
Architecture.  

However, it is important to note that studying Physics does not 
restrict you to physics-related fields. The skills that you will 
develop are extremely useful in many industries ranging from 
finance and patent law to computer games design and the 
development of sports equipment. 

Entry requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics. Students who have studied 
Core and Additional Science need to have a Grade 6 or higher 
in both courses with an overall Grade 6 or higher in the 
Physics papers.  Students who have studied Physics, Chemistry 
and Biology separately need passes in all three, with Physics 
and at least one other at Grade 6 or higher.
 
Case study
For the last few years, a number of Cowley students have been 
successful in gaining a Nuffield Research Placement. This has 
provided them with the opportunity to carry out their own  
research project alongside practising scientists in universities 
or industry. 

SCIENCE 
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

BTEC Science is a flexible and stimulating course which is  
designed to reflect individual interests and career aspirations. 
 
The Diploma consists of units covering a range of topics across 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology.  This provides an opportunity 
for a broad range of interesting topics to be covered with a 
heavy emphasis on practical investigative work.

Progression  
With the international recognition of BTEC courses, you can 
progress directly into higher education or employment. 

If successful, there are a wide variety of prospective careers 
that you can explore, for example: Medical Physicist, Medical 
Laboratory Assistant or Chemist. 
 
Entry requirements  
Students who have studied GCSE Science need to have 
achieved at least one Grade 5. Students who have studied 
the BTEC level 2 at KS4 or equivalent courses need to have 
achieved a Merit in their course work units. 

Case study 
Shannon Lyon gained a Distinction* in her BTEC National 
Applied Science. This gained her a place at Salford University 
studying paediatric nursing. 
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GEOGRAPHY  
A-LEVEL

Geography is concerned with many key issues of the 21st
century:  biodiversity, sustainability, population change,  
climate change and much more.
 
A-level content will include both physical and human  
geography. Topics studied will include: Water and Carbon 
Cycles, Ecosystems, Coasts, Population, Changing Places and 
Global Governance with reference to Antarctica.

During the course, students will take part in four field trips to 
collect data for their individual project.  

Why study Geography?
Geography is a subject that is firmly grounded in the real 
world. Students will study current issues that shape the world 
they live in as well as developing a variety of employable skills, 
such as GIS skills, data analysis and photograph analysis.  
 
Progression
Geography is highly valued by universities as an A-level choice. 
It is a facilitating subject, most likely to be required or  
preferred for entry to degree courses. 

Choosing a facilitating subject will keep more options open. 
Geography combines well with arts and science subjects, as it 
is a broad based subject. 
 
As a versatile subject, there are many career options for the 
Geography graduate: Hazard Planning, Banking and Law. 

If a student is aiming for a course in medicine or veterinary 
practice, then Geography demonstrates breadth that  
universities like as well as enhancing essay writing skills.
 
Entry requirements
Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics and English. All students must 
have studied GCSE Geography and achieved at least a Grade 5. 
 
Did you know...
The deadliest heatwave was in Europe in 2003, the death toll 
was over 70,000.  The magnitude 9.0 earthquake in Japan 
2011 was the fifth largest earthquake ever recorded. The 
number of aftershocks exceeded 5000!
 
Case study
Jack Darbyshire read Geography at The University of Newcas-
tle and then completed a Masters degree in Cross Cultural 
Communication and International Relations. He liked the 
flexibility of Geography as he could always study something 
relevant to his interests. 

HISTORY    
A-LEVEL

History focuses on events, periods and ideas which have had a 
direct impact on the world we live today.  The study of History 
will help broaden your historical awareness and skills.

Areas that students will study include:
• Britain 1930-1997, including: Churchill 1930-1951  

and British Politics 1951-1997.
• The French Revolution and the rule of Napoleon  

1774-1815

Why study History?
History is a highly regarded subject and remains a popular 
choice at A-level. The course allows students to improve their 
extended writing, source analysis skills and research skills.  
 
The vast majority of our students said that they really enjoyed 
studying History and many continue to study the subject at 
university.

Progression
A degree in History is useful for many careers.  
 
Prospective employers highly rate a History degree because 
it indicates that a student can research a topic, gain a solid 
understanding and critically evaluate it. History students have 
the advanced reading and writing skills that are highly sought 
after in many jobs.

Entry requirements
A Grade 6 or higher in History at GCSE level is desirable. A 
student can access the course with a Grade 5 if they show a 
willingness to work hard. 

For students who didn’t study History at GCSE level, a  
Grade 6 in English is desirable.
 
Did you know...
Georgia O’Brien scored 41 points at IB level. This remains a 
Cowley record. She described the History course as 
 ‘fascinating.’

Testimonials from recent History students:
“There was never a dull moment on the Russia course.”

“The Churchill aspect of the course was really interesting.”
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PSYCHOLOGY   
A-LEVEL
 
Psychology is a stimulating and challenging subject that 
primarily studies behaviour. Psychologists however, do not just 
measure and observe behaviour; they try to understand why 
people behave in certain ways. In order to achieve this 
understanding, it is necessary to consider internal processes 
and motives.

During the course, students will study social influence, 
memory, attachment and psychopathology.  Other areas of 
study will include approaches in Psychology, biopsychology 
and research methods.  As the course progresses, students 
will study Psychology at a much deeper level, including the 
discussion of some approaches and debates in Psychology, 
such as whether man is a part of or apart from the animal 
kingdom and how gender, schizophrenia and addiction impact 
human behaviour. 
 
Why study Psychology?
Students will study Psychology if they want to develop a 
career that requires an understanding of others’ behaviour. 
Some examples of careers include: Child Psychologist, Foren-
sic Psychologist, Sports Psychologist or Psychiatrist, or any 
area of counselling.  This qualification will also certainly help 
towards a career in the Police, becoming a Paramedic, Nurs-
ing, Veterinary Nurse or anything that requires empathy and 
understanding. 

Progression
Students can progress from the Advanced Level Psychology 
course to continue at degree level at university, or they can 
use its immensely transferable skills to train in any of the 
career paths already mentioned.

Entry requirements
Students will be most successful in Psychology if they have a 
Grade 6 or higher in GCSE English.

Did you know... 
When 100 people were asked to draw a coffee cup, they all 
looked like diagram 1, none looked like diagram 2. Why not?

   

SOCIAL SCIENCES

diagram 1

diagram 2



RELIGIOUS STUDIES, 
PHILOSOPHY AND 
PSYCHOLOGY    
A-LEVEL

Religious Studies at A-level is very different from what you
may have studied at KS3, and even at GCSE. Yes, we do com-
plete in depth study of religious beliefs, but the A-level encom-
passes a wide range of disciplines for example philosophy, eth-
ics and theology. The course is split into three distinct areas: 
The Study of Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and Theology. 

In Ethics we consider controversial issues ranging from 
polygamy to animal rights. We explore ethical theories and ap-
proaches, and apply them to the questions at hand. Should we 
make ethical decisions based on what God has commanded 
or based on our own happiness? Should we make decisions 
based on the action itself or the outcome of the action? 

Philosophy teaches us to argue, critically unpicking the struc-
ture of a watertight argument versus a weak one (hence our 
relevance to careers in law). We consider complex issues, for 
example whether God exists, whether it is reasonable to be-
lieve in God, and whether God’s existence can ever be proven? 
We investigate the nature of religious experience and whether 
the phenomenon can be explained by science, psychology or 
other means. We learn and develop our skills of debate, criti-
cal thought and essay writing.

Theology investigates the truth behind Biblical claims about 
the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus; were these stories 
merely myths written to make people believe in Jesus as the 
Son of God or is there some truth behind them? We take a 
critical approach towards the study of the Bible, testing its 
claims and challenging its message to find out the fact behind 
the faith. We also look at the relevance or irrelevance of the 
church in today’s secular society. 
 
Why study?
Our course allows you to get your teeth into a whole range of 
controversial topics. Here are just a few of the quandaries you 
will need to debate: Is religion dead? Is God male or female? 
Does God suffer? Clearly then you can see how and why our 
lessons are active, fun, engaging and sometimes even a little 
crazy! 
 
Progression 
Religious Studies and Philosophy challenges you to think 
outside the box, see things from other people’s point of view. 
If you plan to be a Lawyer, Psychologist, Journalist, Teacher…
anything to do with people and current affairs, then this could 
be the course for you. 

Entry requirements 
It’s desirable, but not essential that you have a GCSE in 
Religious Studies and if so that you achieved a Grade 6. A 
Grade 6 in English is also required, otherwise the essay writing 
may prove difficult.  Students need to enjoy discussions and 
have an inquisitive mind. Despite what some people think, you  
definitely do not have to be religious yourself!

SOCIOLOGY         
A-LEVEL
 
A-level Sociology is a linear qualification with all
assessments taking place at the end of the second year

In the first year of A-level, students will be introduced
to different theories and study the research methods
developed by Sociologists. Students will also study their
findings in a number of key areas such as how families are
changing, becoming more varied and less predictable, how
schools operate and the power of teachers to influence
achievement.

In the second year of the A-level, students will study theories 
and research in more depth and look at other areas of social 
life. Students will also study different beliefs in society and will
consider why some people conform and others commit crime.
By the time students finish their course, they should see the
world differently, have a deeper understanding of the way
societies work and have learnt how to carry-out and interpret
social science research.

Why study?
Ever wondered how we developed into the society we are 
today? How the way you see yourself determines the way 
people identify you? Whether men or women are more likely 
to commit a crime?

A-level Sociology will help you to make sense of the 
society we live in and to understand the cultural and identity 
issues which affect us all. You will learn a number of skills 
including the use of evidence to support your arguments, how 
to investigate facts and critical thinking. It is relevant to the 
society you live in, so you are bound to enjoy learning about 
topics that are relevant to everyday life; plus it opens the door 
to a fantastic range of interesting careers.
 
Progression
According to bestcourse4me.com, the top six degree courses 
taken by students who have an A-level in sociology are:
• Sociology
• Psychology
• English studies
• Business studies
• Law
• Teaching 

Possible career options
Studying Sociology at university can give you a whole host of 
exciting career options, including: Social work, HR, Advertising, 
Policing, Marketing, Journalism, Law and Teaching.

Entry requirements
Grade 6 in English.
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LAW AND LANGUAGES

Did you know...
• Around 75% of the world’s population don’t speak a 

word of English. 
• According to research, on average, people who use  

languages in their jobs earn around 8% more!

To quote Nelson Mandela: 
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that 
goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that 
goes to his heart.”



FRENCH, GERMAN, 
SPANISH  
A-LEVEL

Travel, so the saying goes, broadens the mind, and never more 
so when you can speak the language.  The courses offered at 
Cowley Sixth Form are designed to give students a profound 
understanding of their chosen language.  Not only will  
students know more about the mechanics of the language – 
like grammar and vocabulary – but also how people live and 
use the language on a day-to-day basis.

Study of French/German/Spanish in the Sixth Form will  
enable students to examine technological, cultural and social 
change, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. Students 
will study highlights of the target language country’s artistic 
culture, including music and cinema, and learn about political 
engagement. Students also explore the influence of the past 
on present-day target language communities.
 
Throughout their studies, students learn the language in the 
context of the target language country and the issues and 
influences which have shaped them. Students will study texts 
and film and have the opportunity to carry out independent 
research on an area of their choice.  Assessment tasks will be 
varied and cover listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

Why study Languages? 
Learning a language is a long term investment - an asset to  
adult life.  English is a global language, but in fact, only about 
6% of the world’s population are native English speakers and 
an estimated 75% do not speak English at all.  A recent CBI  
survey found that 72% of UK firms say that employees that 
speak another language benefit their business.

Progression
Apart from being beneficial on a personal level, a 
qualification in Modern Languages at this level opens the way 
to many different progression routes.  For those who want to 
specialise in language, there is teaching, translating or 
diplomatic work.  Maybe your language is a skill that will 
significantly enhance a career in law, banking, finance or the 
commercial sector.  The travel and tourism industry seems a 
natural choice for linguists, but even for an engineer, designer 
or health professional, being proficient in another language 
will offer much broader career options.

Entry requirements
Entry requirements are a minimum of a Grade 6, having  
completed MFL papers at Higher Level.

Case study
Joshua Flanagan (French A-Level 2016):
“French is an excellent choice if you want an international 
dimension to your studies  - having a second language opens 
up so many opportunities for you and it is a skill that can work 
with lots of different career paths, such as law or business.  I 
have always enjoyed languages and the teaching in the Sixth 
Form has boosted my confidence.”

27

LAW    
A-LEVEL

Open any newspaper, watch any news bulletin and you will 
soon realise that Law affects virtually all aspects of our lives. 

We’re all interested in seeing that individuals receive an 
appropriate punishment for the things they’ve done. But what 
about other issues related to Law? Why, for example, was 
there so much small print when I signed my mobile phone 
contract? Can I claim from McDonald’s if I slip on their wet 
floor? Can proof of post-natal depression reduce a murder 
charge to manslaughter? Should a life sentence mean life? All 
these questions and many more can be successfully answered 
by studying A-level Law. 

In Year 12, you will learn about the courts, those involved in 
administering the Law and study some Criminal and Civil Law. 

In Year 13, Criminal Law is covered in more detail, focusing on 
topics such as murder, manslaughter and robbery. 

During the course, you will use knowledge acquired to answer 
essay questions and apply the law to case scenarios. 

Success in the subject will require you to take an interest in 
current legal affairs, to read widely and write in a clear and 
concise manner. A good memory is essential because there are 
a lot of cases to remember.  A commitment to deepen your 
study outside the classroom is really important too. 

Why study Law? 
As well as helping you to wrestle with some of society’s big 
questions, the application of the Law to the facts of scenarios 
will develop your analytical and problem-solving skills. 

Study of the moral and ethical aspects of Law will teach you to 
construct balanced arguments and present them logically and 
coherently.
 
These skills will provide excellent preparation for progression 
to degree level study, the workplace and everyday life. 

Progression
Whether progressing on to university to study Law or any 
other subject, Law at A-level will give you a head start on some 
of the skills and knowledge you will need. Taking the A-level 
is also a chance to get a taste of Law before you set off on a 
degree.  For example, you’ll get used to learning the details of 
cases, and you’ll know about some elements of the Law that 
might come in handy later. 

Entry requirements 
Since students of Law are required to write clearly, concisely 
and in a logical manner and the course requires excellent 
communication and research skills, a minimum Grade 6 in 
GCSE English is required.  

Did you know... 
Studying Law can throw up a few surprises. For example, that 
you don’t have to touch someone to assault them? Or that 
touching someone’s clothing can be classed as battery?  



CAREER AND INDUSTRY FOCUSED SUBJECTS
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CRIMINOLOGY   
LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

• What makes someone a serial killer?  
• How do we decide what behaviour is against the law? 
• What investigative techniques are available to help to 

identify the culprit? 

This two year course will hopefully help you answer these 
questions and more…

Students will learn about the biological, psychological and 
sociological theories of crime and be able to use these 
explanations to analyse criminal situations. The criminal justice 
system will be analysed in detail and students will use this 
knowledge to make recommendations for policies suitable for 
dealing with criminality.

The way society defines crime and deviance is also explored 
during the course in conjunction with ways of finding 
information about crimes and victims, including crimes that 
tend to be under-reported. In addition, the ways the media 
report on crime is also examined to see the impact this has on 
public perceptions of crime.

Units covered:
• Changing Awareness of Crime
• Criminological Theories
• Crime Scene to Courtroom
• Crime and Punishment

This Level 3 course (equivalent to one A-level) is studied over 
two years and can be studied alongside other A-level or BTEC 
courses at Cowley. The course is assessed with a combination 
of two examined units and two controlled assessments.

Progression 
By studying this Level 3 course, students will gain the required 
knowledge to be able to consider employment within some 
aspects of the criminal justice sector, e.g. Probation Service, or 
use the qualification to support access to higher/further  
education courses, e.g. Criminology, Criminal Justice and Law.

Entry requirements
Students will be expected to have a good range of GCSEs at 
Grades 9 - 5, including Mathematics and English at Grade 6.

Did you know...
Cowley Sixth Form also offers 
A-level Law. See page 27

BUSINESS   
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
 
Over the two years of this full time vocational course, students  
will study all of the major functions in business, through a real 
‘hands-on’ approach. 

The course will help students to understand how businesses 
operate in a competitive and global marketplace. 
The course will also give learners an introduction to the  
business environment, marketing, finance, recruitment and 
selection and customer service – all these topic areas are  
essential for the success of business organisations.
 
All the units covered in the qualification include a vocational
context and make use of a variety of local, national and
international business organisations in order to support the
academic content of the course.

Why study Business?
This qualification will enable students to acquire a range of 
important and transferable skills such as: data skills,  
presenting arguments and making judgements, recognising 
problems and solving them, planning work, time management, 
conducting research into a specific theme in preparation for 
a range of tasks and challenging assumptions using evidence 
that is made available.

Progression
Students may pursue careers in a variety of ways, such as 
studying for degrees in business related fields, including 
Accountancy, Management Sciences and Economics. 
 
In non-related fields, the study of Business is always regarded 
as an asset within areas such as Sciences, the Arts, Leisure and 
Tourism, Management and Catering. 

Some sectors of industry regard this qualification highly and 
this could help those looking for a profession in the banking, 
marketing and retail sectors.  Students could work for a  
corporation or maybe a management consultancy. All  
businesses (and other organisations, like charities and  
hospitals) need sound business skills behind them.

Entry requirements
It is anticipated that students will have a 3/4 profile and may 
not have Mathematics and/or English GCSE at Grade 5 or 
above. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES   
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

The popular Public Services course is designed to equip 
students with the knowledge, understanding and skills needed 
for a career in the public and uniformed services.  But, this 
shouldn’t put off those who aren’t considering a career in 
Public Services, as this course includes many sociological, 
political, leadership and physiological units.

The course is highly respected within the Police, Fire Service, 
Armed Forces, Ambulance Service and Customs and Excise and 
can be personalised by learners to match the public service 
that they are interested in. 

The objectives of the course are to encourage success and 
open doors to enable students to move directly into  
employment or progress onto university. To facilitate this, 
Cowley not only provide comprehensive in class support via 
experienced specialised tutors, but also offers opportunities to 
practically experience how Public Services operate in the UK. 

Educational visits and guests include:
• The Houses of Parliament and Buckingham Palace
• Rock and River Adventure centre
• Guest speakers from the RAF, Army and the Police

Progression  
Many students who study Public Services go on to complete a 
degree in that or related areas. 

As the course contains many aspects of Sociology and 
Psychology, it is accepted in a range of degree subject 
disciplines. There are many higher education establishments 
offering Public Services related degrees in the North West and 
nationwide. 

A BTEC in Public Services could inspire students to 
become; Paramedics, Police Officers, Fire Personnel, Customs 
and Excise Officers and work within the Prison Service. Not to 
mention the opportunities offered by the Armed Forces. 

Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above, or equivalent.

TRAVEL AND TOURISM  
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

The study of Travel and Tourism aims to develop a students’ 
knowledge and experience in a range of directions, including 
geography, customer service and employability skills.  
 
The objectives of the course are to open doors to enable  
students to move directly to employment or progress onto  
university. 

Educational visits:
• Year 12 visit to Barcelona, Tarragona and Calafell
• Liverpool John Lennon and Manchester Airport
• Blackpool Pleasure Beach

Progression 
Many students who study Travel and Tourism go on to 
complete a degree in such areas as international tourism 
management, marketing or hospitality. There are many higher 
education establishments offering tourism related degrees in 
the North West and nationwide. 

A wide variety of careers are available in the tourism sector, 
especially for those with an interest in meeting people from 
around the world. 

Britain will have a tourism industry worth over £257 billion 
by 2025 – just under 10% of UK GDP and supporting almost 
3.8 million jobs, which is around 11% of the total UK number.  
With these huge figures in mind, it’s not hard to see why this 
course is so popular!

Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above, or equivalent. 
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ENGINEERING   
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

The Level 3 Engineering course is aimed at students who want 
to pursue a career as an Engineer. 

Delivered over two years, the course will provide students with 
both practical and theoretical skills to develop a career in the 
Engineering sector. 

Each unit focuses on key elements of industry that will give 
students an insight into what might be expected of them as  
an Engineer. 

Why study Engineering?
Cowley has forged a unique relationship with Liverpool John 
Moores University, resulting in an opportunity to be taught by 
some of the leading lecturers in the field. Working alongside 
Liverpool John Moores has given Cowley access to some of 
the best facilities in the North West for both students and staff 
alike. The benefit of such a creative partnership is the  
opportunity of a more industrial experience for our students.

Engineering holds many exciting opportunities; engineers work 
in an environment that encompasses the use of cutting edge 
technologies and innovative solutions.  

The Telegraph reported in 2014 that a Flight Engineer is one of 
the top paid jobs in the UK!

Study Engineering and start the journey to becoming a highly 
skilled engineer who will be able to work within a variety of 
engineering disciplines such as: product design, aerospace, 
manufacturing, electrical, nuclear and energy, environment or 
transport.

Progressions Routes
There are two primary progression routes from the Level 3 
Subsidiary Diploma:
• Specialised University Degree
• Apprenticeships

Both routes have their individual advantages, but share one 
main outcome, the promise of a prosperous career in an 
industry that has been the backbone of the United Kingdom 
for decades.

Entry Requirements
Students are asked to meet the following minimum grade 
requirements: 
A Grade 6 or above in Mathematics and a Grade 5 or above
in Science 
OR
A Grade 5 or above in Mathematics and a Grade 6 or above 
in Science  

These basic requirements have been implemented to ensure 
pupil progression from KS4 is fluent and the highest standards 
can be achieved throughout.

CONSTRUCTION  
LEVEL 2
 
This exciting new career based course offers students an intro-
duction to Construction. 

The Construction Vocational Taster contains modules in: 
• General Construction Operations
• Bricklaying
• Carpentry and Joinery
• Painting and Decorative Finishing
• Health and Safety in the Construction Sector
• Careers in the Construction Sector

Our tutors have worked in the industry for a number of years, 
so you can be confident that you are being taught by industry 
experts who have links with local employers. As part of this 
course, you will increase your employability, you’ll build a 
great deal of work experience - as this course offers two days 
a week on placement, and you will have the chance to build 
new working contacts, friendships, relevant knowledge and 
life-long skills.

Working in construction could take you in various directions. 
You could find yourself building extensions, fitting new kitch-
ens or bathrooms or you might work for a contractor, building 
on a larger scale, such as new houses, offices, restaurants, 
hospitals or schools. 

According to a report from the Construction Industry Training 
Board (CITB) the North West’s construction sector growth over 
the next five years could deliver almost 5,000 new jobs a year. 
This creates a real demand for skilled construction workers 
across all trades. 

Entry requirements
It is anticipated that students will have a 3/4 profile with a 
GCSE average of above 4.0 and may not have Mathematics 
and/or English GCSE at Grade 5 or above.  An interest in a 
career in the construction industry is a must.

 



33

EARLY YEARS AND
PRIMARY EDUCATION 
PATHWAY  
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
 
This qualification can be studied as a Certificate (1 A-level 
equivalent) or Extended Diploma (3 A-level equivalent) and is 
ideal for anyone who is interested in working with children.

Units include: Safeguarding children, Activities for children,
Diet and nutrition, The Psychology of children’s behaviour and
many others. A placement is essential for this course and due
to this requirement, the Extended Diploma course is taken
on its own without any other options being required. As the
course is now one of the new generation of Technical Qualifica-
tions, the course includes an externally assessed unit.
 
Why study Childcare? 
This course offers a practical and vocational route into fields
of childcare employment. Students are given access to a wide
range of specialist equipment, including interactive babies,
pregnancy simulator and model infants exposed to various
lifestyle induced disorders.

Progression  
This course provides you with an opportunity to 
enter into a wide variety of University courses at Honours or 
Foundation level. Areas of employment that would be possible 
from these studies include: Early Years Educator, Learning men-
tors, Primary School & Early Years teaching, Classroom Assist-
ants, Children’s Nursing, Au Pair work or Youth work.
 
Entry requirements  
As this course is very specific and vocationally based, a desire
to work with children is a basic requirement. You will require
5 GCSE passes at Grade 5 or above or the equivalent BTEC
grades. A good level of competence in English Language and 
Mathematics is essential. 

Did you know...

This is the only course at  
Cowley which offers 
‘Practitioner Status’ 
(Qualified Nursery Nurse/Early 
Years Educator Level 3).
Contact 
If you require any further details or would like to speak to a 
member of the team, please contact Mrs Robinson on either 
01744 678030 ext. 183, or via email:  
karen.robinson@sthelens.org.uk
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NURSING CADETSHIP
LEVEL 3

This Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health & Social Care  
equivalent to three A-Levels and is ideal for those interested in 
a career in the health professions, particularly Nursing.
 
This course provides a valuable experience in a variety of 
different health care settings, primarily in NHS and local care 
provider settings. These varied experiences enable students to 
develop essential skills and qualities to a high standard,  
significantly enhancing prospects of employment.

This exciting and innovative course in health provides you with 
a broad insight and invaluable work experience within an NHS 
setting.

An integral part of the course is attending placements in NHS 
and local care providers that offer the opportunity to develop 
skills further and relate theory to practice. Successful  
applicants will spend two days a week on placement in a  
hospital, equivalent to over 400 hours of work experience!

All students will be expected to wear a special uniform during 
their studies and this will be provided.

The cadetship includes:
• First Aid
• Sign language qualification
• Placement
• Uniform

The course content covers a broad insight into all aspects of 
nursing and looks at:
• Dignity in Care
• Guidance and support with applications to work in the 
Health care sector and to apply for Degree courses
• Visits and career information regarding the different roles 
within Nursing

Skills required
• Excellent organisational and time management skills
• Good practical skills
• The ability to remain calm under pressure
• Good teamwork skills and the ability to work on your own 
initiative
• Excellent listening and communication skills

Entry requirements
Students will require 5 GCSE’s at grade C (Level 4) or above 
(this must include English or Mathematics).
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION   
A-LEVEL
Physical Education at A-level will enhance a student’s  
knowledge and experience of PE and sport, along with relevant 
health issues. 

The subject offers a multidisciplinary approach to the study 
of movement, performance and behaviour in relation to PE, 
sport, play, leisure and recreation. 
 
This course covers a wide range of theoretical areas such as: 
Anatomy, Physiology, Movement and Sociocultural Studies 
relating to participation in physical activity.

The practical component involves students performing, 
coaching or officiating in two different activities.  

Prospective students of A-level PE should enjoy studying how 
the human body and mind is affected by sport, the place of 
PE and sport in our society, how the subject has developed 
historically to fulfil its social role; and finally enjoy develop-
ing and acquiring skills and techniques in a variety of physical 
activities. It is also expected that students participate regularly 
in sport. 

Why study Physical Education? 
This course combines theoretical knowledge with practical 
skills, challenging both the mind and the body.

Progression
Common progression routes include: university undergraduate 
degree programmes in Sport and Exercise Science, Coaching,
Physiotherapy, Sports Therapy and PE teaching. 

Entry requirements
Grade 6 or above in GCSE PE, Science and English. 
 
A real passion for both practical sport and the principles 
behind successful performance is essential if you are to 
succeed on this course
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SPORT  
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
The BTEC in Sport, with its wide range of units, choice and 
flexibility, is the most progressive sport qualification available 
today. 

This qualification at Cowley offers even more flexibility to allow 
learners to personalise their study towards the sports and  
disciplines of their choice. The course can also be linked to 
external qualifications such as Community Sports Leaders 
Awards, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award or Sports National 
Governing Body Awards, thus making a BTEC in Sport a more 
versatile achievement. 

The primary objective of this course is to give students the 
knowledge and skills to move directly to employment or 
progress onto university. 

To facilitate this, Cowley not only provide comprehensive in 
class support via experienced specialised tutors, but also 
opportunities to practically experience how the industry 
operates in the UK.

Units studied:
• Anatomy and Physiology in Sport
• The Physiology of Fitness
• Assessing Risk in Sport
• Fitness Testing
• Sports Coaching
• Practical Team Sports
• Sports Development

Educational visits include:
• Health and Safety visit to Olympic Stadium,  
 Wembley and City of Manchester Stadium
• Sports Laboratories and John Moores University
• Sports development activity day at Liverpool Hope   
 University

Progression 
Many students who study Sport go on to complete a degree in 
areas such as Sports Science, Sports Development,  
Physiotherapy and Physical Education. There are many higher 
education establishments offering Sport related degrees in the 
North West and nationwide.

Sport provides work for 600,000 people in the UK alone and 
contributes £8 billion to the UK economy each year. 

Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above, or equivalent.
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CREATIVE SUBJECTS

To quote James Dyson: 
“When you say ‘design,’ everybody thinks of magazine  
pages. So it’s an emotive word. Everybody thinks it’s how 
something looks, whereas for me, design is pretty much 
everything.” 

Where could a 
creative subject 

take you?

Advertising

Architecture

Fashion 
Design

Interior
Design

Graphic 
Design



PRODUCT DESIGN    
A-LEVEL

This course gives students the chance to get creative and  
innovative as they develop product design skills and learn 
about the complex relationships between design, materials,  
manufacturing and marketing. Students will look at how the 
latest innovations are being used in the next generation of 
products.

Students will carry out a major design project, producing a 
design portfolio and a final product (previous products have 
included models of a lamp, hand held gadgets, a child’s activity 
centre and architectural models), as well as liaise with external  
agencies.

End of year exams will assess how well students understand 
the design process, relevant materials and manufacturing  
technology. 

Why study Product Design?
Think about the world. Mobile phones, the car you would like 
to drive and a building you admire. They have all been  
designed by someone and these skills can be learned.  
Students need creativity in order to imagine the product, but 
they also need the knowledge about manufacturing, materials 
and marketing. 

Imagine a career where you have designed a new product 
and see other people benefiting from using it. There are many 
famous British designers whose products are used all over the 
world e.g. James Dyson and his vacuum cleaners.

Progression
Product Design could take students into a number of career 
paths: product design, automotive, CAD, Architecture,  
teaching, manufacturing or advertising.

Entry requirements
The entry requirements are a good pass in a Design and  
Technology GCSE, preferably a Grade 6. Students must also 
have at least a Grade 5 in both Mathematics and English.

Case study 
We have recently had a student who designed a lamp to be 
sold and marketed by IKEA. They really liked her design and 
were very interested in the way she used materials in an  
environmentally friendly way.
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ART AND DESIGN: 
FASHION AND GRAPHICS  
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
This creative course is interesting and flexible and allows 
students to investigate, design and to create 3 dimensional 
artefacts. Students can choose to specialise in either fashion 
or graphics depending upon their area of interest.

Within fashion, students study elements of fashion, 
textiles and design to create 3 dimensional costumes.

Within graphics, students design and create advertising and 
promotional materials such as point of sale or product designs 
used for packaging.

This creative course gives students the chance to develop prac-
tical skills and the confidence to design and create  
artefacts. This course provides students with ‘real life’ design 
skills relevant to today’s environment using traditional and 
modern technology.  

Depending upon areas of interest, projects could include: 
point of sale displays, packaging designs, fashion shows,  
fashion design, interior design, decorative techniques,  
CAD /CAM and digital printing. 

Progression
Careers in the fashion and graphics industry include: Graphical 
designer, Advertising, Retail, Fashion designer, Textile designer, 
Costume designer, Purchasing, Interior designer or Sportswear 
designer

For those who wish to continue their education, there are 
degrees / HND courses in Graphic or Fashion design, Advertis-
ing, Retail, Historical and theatrical costume, Textile design, 
Interior design, Sportswear design and Technical textiles.             
           
Entry requirements 
Students should have at least 5 GCSE’s at Grade 5 or above and 
be competent in numeracy and communication. GCSE or BTEC 
in Art and Design, Graphics or Textiles is desirable, but not 
essential.
 
Students must be sufficiently committed and motivated to 
carry out independent study, research and practical work.  
Such qualities are considered vital for success in this course.
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MUSIC  
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
 
This course is for students who are looking to further their 
musical studies.  

The course consists of practical sessions, lectures, workshops 
and live performances covering a range of skills. Units studied 
include: 

• Music performance
• Music composition
• Professional practice in the music industry 
• Music ensembles
 
All units are practically based and students will be graded on  
assessed public performances and rehearsals. 

Classes are often made up of students who play a range of 
different instruments and who have diverse musical interests. 
Students can learn through whatever musical style they like 
and choice of performance material is student-led. The course 
tends to appeal to those interested in popular music.
 
Why study Music?
The course is practical and links directly to current practice in 
the music industry. If a student enjoys working in bands,  
creating their own music and putting on performances, then 
this could be the course for them.
  
Cowley has excellent facilities, including three practice rooms 
equipped with a drum kit, keyboard, PA system and a range 
of guitars and bass guitars. The college also has two excellent 
performance spaces where internal assessed performances 
take place.
 
Progression 
After the course, many students have progressed to  
university to undertake further study. Some students also keep 
the bands they have formed together and continue to develop 
and perform gigs in a variety of venues. Others continue to 
work as solo artists, instrumental teachers or workshop  
leaders.
 
Entry requirements
Ideally, Music or Performing Arts at Level 2 (GCSE or BTEC) will 
have already been studied, but this is not vital. 

However, it is essential that a student can demonstrate  
proficient performance and technical skills on an instrument 
or by their voice. A student needs to have a strong interest in 
music and to be able to collaborate well with others. Students 
need to be able to work independently and be prepared to 
take part in public performances after college hours. An  
audition may be necessary for entry to the course.
 
Did you know...
Specialist 1-2-1 lessons can be arranged, free of charge, to  
music students on guitar, drums, keyboard, woodwind, brass 
or voice. There are also a range of extra-curricular activities 
open to students such as Senior Choir, Samba Band, Rock 
School and students can also get involved in our annual  
musical production.
 

MUSICAL THEATRE 
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
 
The course is practical and links directly to current practice in 
the Musical Theatre industry. 

If a student has skills in singing, dancing and acting and their 
dream is to perform in musical theatre shows, then this is the 
perfect course to help develop their talents and realise their 
dreams. All a student needs is lots of energy, commitment and 
plenty of enthusiasm, and in return they will learn about the 
history and context of this exciting industry, perform in shows 
and concerts, and develop their physical, vocal and acting  
abilities.

Cowley has excellent facilities, including a purpose built  
performance theatre/studio equipped with sprung flooring and 
‘state of the art’ lighting rig, sound equipment and technical 
support for all internal assessments.

Progression  
After the course, many students have progressed to accredited 
Drama schools, including LAMDA and Guildhall school of Music 
and Drama to undertake further study. Others have gone on to 
study Performance Arts related studies at nationally acclaimed 
universities. Some students have progressed straight to the 
professional industry as actors, singers, dancers or teachers. 

Entry requirements
Ideally, Performing Arts or at least one discipline; drama, dance 
or music (singing) at Level 2 (GCSE or BTEC) will have already 
been studied, but this is not vital. However, it is essential that a 
student can demonstrate proficient performance and techni-
cal skills in at least 2 disciplines and that they are willing to 
develop skills in the 3rd. 

The course is mainly practical, but students will undertake 
academic units and support their practical studies with logs, 
essays and research projects, therefore it is desirable to have a 
good level of written English.

Students will need to be able to work independently and be 
prepared to take part in public performances after college 
hours.

Students are also required to take part in a one day audition 
process to establish their suitability for the course.

Course benefits
Specialist 1-2-1 vocal lessons and industry professional 
workshops are offered free of charge. There are also a range 
of extra-curricular activities open to students such as theatre 
trips, the acclaimed ‘Cowley Senior Choir’, female/male only 
vocal ensembles and ‘Dance Company’. Students can also get 
involved in our annual whole school musical production, past 
productions include: Les Miserables, Miss Saigon, Parade, Little 
Shop of Horrors, Evita and Phantom Of The Opera. 

Case study 
David Moorst studied Acting at Cowley. After finished his BTEC 
course, David went on to study at the prestigious London  
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) for 3 years. 
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FILM AND MEDIA



MEDIA STUDIES
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

These days, the modern world is dominated by the Media. 
From television and films to music and the Internet, we spend 
a great deal of our lives watching and consuming media  
productions.  
 
In the first year of the course, students will learn the skills 
needed to take an idea for a new film or TV show and develop 
it into a fully formed trailer. This is achieved through studying 
a number of topics, starting with how to develop an idea into a 
professional presentation. Students will also study how to plan, 
film and edit their product to professional standards, using 
state of the art equipment. These skills are further developed 
in the second year of the course, where students will study and 
create music videos and TV advertisements.

The college has excellent facilities: a range of professional 
video cameras and audio recording equipment, lighting kits, 
gels and reflectors, dolly track, camcorder stabilisers and a 
dedicated Mac editing suite with industry editing software.

Why study Media?
This course is ideal for students who have a keen interest in 
film and TV and who are prepared to show a high level of  
commitment to projects. 

Students will develop a high level of attention to detail,  
resourcefulness and using their own initiative as part of the 
course. Students will also develop team work skills and  
their technical knowledge and understanding of media  
equipment.

Progression
This is an ideal subject if a student plans to study design or me-
dia courses at university. Students may also wish to continue 
with further study in a different subject area or move straight 
into employment.

Entry requirements
Five or more Grade 9 - 6 at GCSE or equivalent.

Did you know...
Film and Media Students have been involved in the creation of 
four full length feature films, which have premiered at the local 
Cineworld. 

Case study
“I was surprised at the amount of technical skills I picked up 
relatively quickly. It allowed me to produce good quality  
trailers that I never thought I’d be capable of. More  
importantly, it was really fun and I’d recommend the course to 
anyone who is thinking about it.”  
Former student, Zoe Arnold 
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FILM STUDIES       
A-LEVEL
Course overview
In Year 12, students will make a short film (approximately two 
minutes) within a group of four persons maximum. The film 
will demonstrate an understanding of the different aspects of 
film making. Students will also select a short sequence from 
one of their favourite films and examine it in intense detail  
trying to work out what effects the film maker has tried to 
create. 
 
Students will also look at the film industry itself, with particular 
focus on Hollywood and the British Film industry. 
 
In Year 13, students will make a short film or trailer and  
conduct a short research project on a Film-related topic of 
their choice. Students will also address three areas of study. 
The first is a Single Film Study which currently is the David 
Fincher film, ‘Fight Club’. The second is a study of World  
Cinema and the third is a study of so-called ‘Emotional  
Cinema’. Currently, we look at films that attempt to make the 
audience cry!

Why study film?
Film is now one of the major art forms of the 21st century and 
the subject has been growing steadily since its introduction 
into Cowley over ten years ago. It is a subject for which most 
students already have a vast store of knowledge (think about 
how many films you have seen in the last 12 months). Why not 
use that knowledge in a viable academic subject?
 
Progression 
With the advent of Salford Media City and the transfer of 
much of the BBC to the North West of England, this is an  
excellent time to be seeking Media jobs in this part of the 
world.  
 
There are numerous Film/TV/Media based courses currently 
running in Further Education colleges and universities right 
across the region.  Studying Film at A-level is a natural stepping 
stone to a career in Film, Media or Television.

Entry requirements 
Grade 5 in English.
 
Did you know... 
Cowey has showcased four full length films at Cineworld,  
St Helens. 
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GAMES DEVELOPMENT  
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
 
Join the gaming revolution and study the course of the future. 
Learn how to create your own computer games in the world’s 
fastest growing industry. Does this sound interesting? Then 
this is the course for you. 

Games Development at Cowley is delivered in a
state-of-the-art computer games suite, complete with brand 
new Alienware gaming PC’s, all with the latest games
development software and games.  The college also has a 
unique fully working collection of computer game consoles, 
ranging from the Atari to the Xbox One and PS4. Develop, use 
and learn about different game engines using an exceptional 
range of computer game consoles and dedicated software.

During the course, students will learn how to: 
• Develop and create their own 2D and 3D computer   
 game environments using industry standard software  
 - Game Maker Studio, RPG Maker, FPS Creator, Unity 3D   
 and Game Guru 
• Create and sell their developed computer games in   
 their own mini-enterprise
• Build and develop their own 2D and 3D animations
• Create their own 2D and 3D characters using professional  
 modelling software

Why study Games Development?
The digital games market in the UK makes more money than 
films at the box office, leading to a rapidly growing jobs  
market. Computer games are certainly not just for boys. 
There’s a great need for gaming ideas for girls. Could you be 
the person that unlocks this market further?  

Progression 
Studying Games Development at Cowley will provide any  
budding games designer with a wealth of experience and 
knowledge in preparation for Higher Education and working 
within the Games Development industry. 

Career paths in the Games Design sector: Game design, Game 
testers, Animators, Modelling, Audio engineers, Technical  
support, Game producers, Marketing managers, Market  
researchers, Script writers, Composers, Games designers,  
and Artists to name a few.

Games Design Higher Education courses are available to study 
in the following institutions: Bolton, Bradford, Central  
Lancashire, Liverpool John Moores, Leicester, Manchester and 
Sheffield.

Entry requirements 
5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or equivalent
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ICT: COMPUTING   
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

If your ambition is to pursue a career in computing and  
information communication technologies (ICT), then this 
course will give you just the start you need. 

Students are taught in our superb computer suites and have 
the guidance of staff with a vast working knowledge of  
computer technology in industry and commerce. The Apple 
Mac and PC computers in our IT centre are equipped with 
industry-relevant software, ensuring that students gain the 
skills needed to enable them to progress into the workplace or 
onto further study.

This is a practical course that teaches students a wide range of 
transferable skills that will be useful in higher education,  
apprenticeships or in future employment. 

The areas covered as part of this course include: Principles of 
Computer Science, Planning and Managing Computer Projects, 
Building Computer Systems, IT Security and several creative 
units.

Why study Computing?
This course will give students the opportunity to develop a 
range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes 
that are essential for successful performance in working life. It 
is a vocational qualification with course work that is based on 
real-life work related scenarios. 

Progression
After completing the course, students will have earned a  
valuable qualification that can lead on to university courses 
based around IT or computer studies. Alternatively, students 
could move into employment within the IT industry. 

The Diploma (dual award) course will provide students with 
further IT skills and knowledge that will be valuable for both 
Higher Education and employment within the IT sector.

Entry requirements
At least a Merit at BTEC First in ICT or equivalent.

Did you know...
92% of all jobs advertised ask for IT user skills. Well trained IT 
professional are always be in demand. 

Case study
A number of students have gone on to study Computer  
Studies at university. 

Recently, a student completed the BTEC National course and 
used it to gain an apprenticeship with Virgin Media.
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CORE  
MATHEMATICS 
 
Core Mathematics, as part of Cowley’s Enrichment  
programme, is the equivalent to an AS-level.

Core Mathematics starts at a lower level than A-level 
Mathematics and continues at a slower pace, allowing 
students who would otherwise not be able to keep up 
with the demands of A-level Mathematics to still enjoy 
a valued and worthwhile qualification. This two year 
course follows the GCSE approach with lots of number, 
algebra, shape, space and data handling. 
 
Why study Core Mathematics? 
This is a relatively new course which has been designed 
for students who enjoy Mathematics and want to take 
their studies further in the Sixth Form, but who are 
unlikely to get a Grade 7 at GCSE.  

Typically, students taking Core Mathematics have a 
Grade 5 or 6 in GCSE Higher Level Mathematics. 

This course, that is run as part of Cowley’s Enrichment  
programme, will definitely be an attractive option to 
students who are concerned that they may struggle on 
the traditional A-level Mathematics course. Students 
should take 3 or 4 other subjects in addition to Core 
Mathematics.
 
Employers and universities have long stated that a 
greater number of students should follow Mathemat-
ics courses at Sixth Form, arguing that only then will 
students be fully equipped for the future. 

Progression 
Almost all careers now require some degree of nu-
merical proficiency, which is why Core Mathematics is 
so highly valued by universities and employers alike, 
no matter which course/career you eventually decide 
upon.

Entry requirements
Students need a Grade 5 or 6 from the GCSE Higher 
Level Mathematics examination to study this course. 

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION

EPQ
 
 
Course overview
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a flexible 
course that offers Sixth Form students the opportunity 
to study a subject of their choice in depth. 

Students are taught the core skills to form an  
argument, research valuable sources, analyse texts, 
manage projects and extend writing. Students then 
work independently, but with support and guidance 
from a supervisor, to apply the newly taught skills to 
the subject they’ve chosen to research.
 
During the course, students will develop their  
analytical skills to produce their project. This can be 
either a research report (which will be 5,000 words in 
length) or a production (accompanied by a 1000 word 
report). 

The EPQ, studied alongside other subjects will demand 
good time management and academic dedication from 
the student. 
 
Benefits of the EPQ   
The course is not compulsory but it offers some  
significant benefits to those involved who will:
• Pursue in depth one aspect of choice to   

develop their knowledge and understanding 
• Undertake a significant piece of research which  

should be excellent preparation for university  
study

• Develop their powers of analysis and expression
• Have an excellent command of one topic to quote  

on their university applications and discuss at   
interview

• Gain an extra AS Level in an increasingly  
competitive world

• Improve personal development and confidence as  
well as academic skills

• Acquire extra vital UCAS points which an provide 
insurance for university conditional offers



BTEC

FOUNDATION
GCSE

RESITS

This course is mainly for students who just missed
out on a grade 4 in GCSE English in Year 11. 

The course is likely to be broadly similar to the GCSE 
studied before attending Sixth Form, but it may be 
with a different examining board and the course 
will complete in one year instead of two.

GCSE English is an important qualification, increasing
the opportunities for further study or employment.
It may, for example, help a student to progress to an
AS/A2 course, gain a university place or secure a job
which requires GCSE English.

GCSE

MATHEMATICS 

GCSE 

ENGLISH

GCSE Mathematics prepares and supports a
student to develop their understanding of
mathematical methods and concepts and then
apply these to solve real world problems. This
subject is for students who wish to improve their
GCSE Mathematics grade.
 
A Grade C (grade 4) or above in GCSE  
Mathematics is now regarded as a pass at GCSE 
and is often required for entry to university and 
employment. All students who fail to reach this 
grade will need to retake a one year GCSE  
Mathematics course at Cowley.
 
The subject will include a range of calculations
which involve solving familiar and unfamiliar
problems in a range of contexts. These include;
numerical, algebraic and graphical contexts,
standard notions for decimals, fractions,  
percentages, ratio and indices.

Course overview
This course is aimed at students who fail to achieve the 
entry requirements for a full level 3 programme  
(five GCSEs at Grade 9 - 5 or equivalent in separate  
subjects). It is anticipated that students will have a 3/4 
profile with a GCSE average of above 4.0 and may not have 
Mathematics and/or English GCSE at Grade 5 or above. 

Students below GCSE average 4.0 with a 2/3 profile or 
below are not suitable for the course. 

All students will be offered resit GCSE Mathematics 
(five hours over a two week period) and GCSE English  
Language (four hours over a two week period).

All students will follow the BTEC National Certificate (Level 
3) in ITQ  for nine hours.

All students will select one other qualification to study at 
BTEC National Certificate (Level 3) and receive nine hours 
tuition. 

All students will follow a level 2 BTEC course in  
employability skills: Acting, Business, Child Care, Computer 
Games Development, Dance, Health and Social Care, 
Hospitality, Media Studies, Music, Public Services, Science, 
Sport, Textiles, Travel and Tourism.
 
• All students will follow a supported learning programme  
 to assist them in their Level 3 studies and to prepare  
 them for the world of work.  They will also complete a  
 BTEC Level 2 course in Employability Skills during this  
 time. 
• This is a one year stand alone course enabling students  
 to achieve the necessary Level 2 qualifications in  
 literacy and numeracy as well as level 3 qualifications to  
 proceed to a FE College.
• Students who successfully complete their resits and/ 
 or Level 3 courses may be allowed to progress to a full  
 time level 3 programme at Cowley Sixth Form. 

SUMMARY – based on a 50 hour two week timetable
BTEC National Certificate in ICT  9 hours
BTEC National Certificate 9 hours
GCSE English Language  4 hours
GCSE Mathematics  5 hours
Work Experience  5 hours
Enrichment   2 hours
Tutorial    2 hours
TOTAL    36 hours
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION

EPQ



What the course can lead to -

Students are welcomed warmly on Sports related degree 
courses.  Higher education establishments such as  
Liverpool John Moores University and Edge Hill show  
preference to BTEC Sport qualifications due to their  
inclusion and encouragement of independent study by 
learners.  The course also provides a comprehensive base 
if the student wishes to go into employment in the sports 
industry and beyond. 

Assessment -

You are assessed on the strength of coursework for all units. 

Evidence for coursework may be provided in a variety of 
formats including presentations, log books, videos,  
written portfolios and demonstrations. Pupils can achieve 
either a Pass (E grades)*,  Merit (C grades)* or a Distinction 
(A grades)*. 

*  A2 Level equivalent 

Exam Board: EdexcelSIXTH FORM 
RUGBY 
Cowley’s formidable Rugby Club is one of the oldest 
sports clubs in St Helens and is steeped in history with 
some iconic players having played for the team.

Cowley has had tremendous talent over the years  in-
cluding 10 England School Boy Internationals, 11 Saints 
Academy players, 8 Super League Players, 2 full Rugby 
League Internationals and one Man of Steel.

The Rugby Programme at Cowley offers student ath-
letes a range of coaching, training and support  
opportunities, allowing them to excel in their sporting 
achievements, whilst supporting their academic  
studies too.  

Cowley play both Rugby Union and Rugby League, a 
unique feature of Cowley; matches are played every 
Wednesday afternoon and occasionally on a Saturday 
morning.

The teams regularly travel around the UK for fixtures.  
International Tours in recent years have included:  
Buenos Aires, New Zealand, Australia, France and 
Canada.  

The rugby pitches and sports facilities at Cowley are 
renowned across the North West and students can 
enjoy three grass rugby pitches and a floodlit 3G pitch 
which are played on all year round and maintained by 
full time grounds staff. 

ENRICHMENT
 Cowley Sixth Form offers a wide range of enrichment op-
tions in order to provide students with extra opportunities 
and skills to include on their CV or Personal Statement for 
university. 

Enrichment complements studies as well as giving every 
student a chance to do something different to stand out 
from other students.  There are two routes of Enrichment, 
one leading to a qualification and the other being an activ-
ity to take part in for fun, or to help learn a new skill.

Enrichment constitutes part of Sixth Form education and 
all students, regardless of their chosen courses, will need 
to choose one option from the activities on offer.

Leading to a qualification 
EPQ
Core Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Non-qualification activities 
Sign Language 
Mandarin Chinese 
First Aid 
Team Sports (Rugby, Hockey, Cricket) 
Dance 
Zumba 
Yoga
Badminton 
Rock Climbing 
Chess Club 
Darts Club
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SAINTS ACADEMY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

TRAIN + PLAY RUGBY LEAGUE  

WHILST STUDYING 

COWLEY SIXTH FORM OFFERS STUDENTS THE CHANCE TO 

Saints relocated their training ground to Cowley just over five years ago as 
part of a ground-breaking partnership between two widely recognised  
educational and sporting establishments.

About the Saints Academy Development Programme
The Saints Academy Development Programme provides an exciting 
opportunity for talented sporting school leavers who wish to continue their 
education at Cowley Sixth Form. The programme provides the  
perfect mix of qualifications combined with professional training and the 
chance to play in competitive games as part of the Cowley Saints team.
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR  
SCHOOL LEAVERS, EMAIL IAN TALBOT, SAINTS FOUNDATION COACH:
IAN.TALBOT@SAINTSRLFC.COM

Train. Play. Study  
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How to apply
Open Evening
We invite you and your friends and family to attend an 
Open Evening at Cowley Sixth Form.  Open Evenings are 
a good way for you to meet course tutors and to talk to 
current students, as well as to take a look at our facilities.   

Visit www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk, follow us on Twitter 
@cowleysixthform, or see our Facebook page for Open 
Evening dates.

How to apply
There are two ways to apply:

1.  Complete the application form that is 
 located on the next page and post (address   
 provided on form) or drop in to Cowley Sixth   
 Form

2.  Apply online.  You can complete your  
 application to join Cowley Sixth Form online, 
 go to: www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk

Interview and The Offer
Once we have received your application form, you will 
be contacted to attend an admissions interview, this may 
take place at your current school.  This interview gives 
you the chance to find out more about the courses you 
are interested in. At the end of your interview, if you and 
the interviewer decide that the courses are right for you, 
you will be offered a place at Cowley Sixth Form.  This is 
a conditional place subject to the grades you achieve at 
GCSE. 

On results day, you will be invited into the College to 
complete your enrolment.

Any questions?
Call our Admissions Team on 01744 678 030 or email 
cowley@sthelens.org.uk
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Cowley Sixth Form application
for the academic year starting September 2018 

Personal Details

Surname                                           First name(s)      
 
Date of Birth         Male            Female

Home Address             

Post Code         Home telephone number      
   
Your mobile number        Email       

Main language         Nationality      

Education 

School you currently attend       Year joined     Year you will leave  

Qualifications 
 
Subject Qualification 

(GCSE/BTEC)
Predicted Grade Actual Grade

English Language GCSE
Mathematics GCSE

Proposed Courses
Which subjects would you like to study? Students must study a minimum of 3 subjects at A-Level/BTEC

                 

                 

                     

      



Supporting Statement
Please use this space to tell us about why you want to study these subjects. Any activities you
participate in or any responsibilities you have. You could include school teams, voluntary work, part
time work or hobbies.

               

               

              

              

              

Student’s Ethnicity
Please tick as appropriate
.
White
British 
Irish 
Gypsy/Roma 
Irish Traveller 

Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups
White and Black Caribbean 
White and Black African 
White and Asian 

Asian / Asian British
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Chinese 

Black African / Caribbean
Black African 
Black Caribbean 

Other (please specify)             

Data Protection Act
I consent to the information provided on my application being held on a database

Applicant Signature         Date       

Please return completed forms to: 
Cowley Sixth Form, Hard Lane, St Helens, Merseyside, WA10 6LB





Unlock your potential

COWLEY INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE - SIXTH FORM
Principal:  Mr C Sheeran
Hard Lane, St Helens, Merseyside, WA10 6LB   Tel: 01744 678 030   Visit: www.cowley.st-helens.shu.uk


