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HIGH ACHIEVING SIXTH FORMERS
SET SIGHTS ON TOP UNIVERSITIES

On Tuesday, 27th June, five 
Year 12 students, along with 
Mr Sheeran (Principal) and 
Mrs Bellis (Chair of Gover-
nors) were invited by Geof-
frey Appleton, cowley’s Vice 
Chair of Governors, to attend 
an Armed Forces Day lunch 
with The lord lieutenant and 
Dame lorna Muirhead at 
private members’ club, The 
Athenaeum, in Liverpool.

This is an annual event in 
which high achieving Sixth 
Form students are invited 
to lunch to discusss their 

university plans, particularly 
as these students are likely to 
apply to Oxford, Cambridge 
or another Russell Group 
University.  

The students who attended 
are part of the highly  
respected cowley Honours 
Programme and are expected 
to achieve top grades in their 
A-Levels next year.

Thursday 13th July - Cowley International College, 11-16 site 
5.00pm - KS4 & 5 Art and Technology exhibition (in the Atrium and Bistro)

6.30pm - BTEC Music from Year 9 (In CIH)



Abi Powell
Writing about the passing of a much loved person is dif-
ficult; this becomes particularly heart-breaking when that 
person is young.

Though incredibly hard not to fill this page with words of 
how emotional and saddened the whole Cowley family is at 
the passing of a bright and popular Year 8 student, I want 
to take this opportunity to celebrate the life of Abi Powell, 
who will forever be a Cowleian and remembered by all who 
knew her.

Although Abi was only with us for a short time, she had a 
huge impact on her teachers and fellow students and I am 
certain many of you reading this will have your own special 
memories of Abi.  Students and staff have wrote prayers 
and throughts on Abi’s Prayer Tree that is in the Atrium area 
of the school.

Abi was an exceptionally bright and polite student who was 
popular with her peers. We think of Abi and remember a 
smiley, bubbly girl who was determined to enjoy life and do 
well at school. She was an animal lover who loved to spend 
time with animals, especially dogs.

Abi was courageous and will remain an example to all of us.

Abi will be hugely missed by all who knew her. We will keep 
her memory alive and ensure that she finishes school with 
her Form as she always wanted. At the Year 11 Leaving As-
sembly, Abi will be at the heart of it.

Kindest regards
Mr Sheeran

Mr Doherty
we are saddened to also announce the death of a long-
standing and valued colleague, Mr Kieran Doherty.  Kieran 
passed away peacefully at home on Saturday, 4th June.

Kieran worked at the school for 37 years and joined us as a 
teacher in 1980 with a rich background in mathematics hav-
ing studied at The University of Oxford.  Kieran was also the 
school’s exam officer for 16 years.

Kieran was passionate about cricket and rugby and was a 
firm fixture on most European and international tours over 
the years.

His friendly, encouraging and down to earth demeanour 
meant that he was popular with students and staff and will 
be remembered as a person with a positive attitude who 
was always more than happy to lend a helping hand.  Most 
lunch times, Kieran could be found setting challenging quiz-
zes for fellow colleagues.

Kieran will be greatly missed. Our thoughts and condolenc-
es go to Kieran’s family and to all those who knew him.



 

Rob Hardie and Charlotte Welsby-Riley 
wowed audiences in their delivery of  
Jason Robert Brown’s musical, The Next 
Five Years.

The clever cult musical is about an un-
ravelling marriage between two young 
and artistic New Yorkers and is notable 
for the fact that it requires only two ac-
tors – who almost never share a scene.

The lead roles were filled by Year 13 
student, Rob Hardie and Year 12 stu-
dent, Charlotte Welsby-Riley.

The story is a girl meets boy musical 
about actor Cathy and would be writer 
Jamie who fall in love. But the relation-
ship takes a tumble when he becomes 
a feted novelist almost overnight and 
she fails to achieve the stardom she 
yearns for despite years of struggle.

During the production, the audience 
were held fast in a magic spell woven by 
the powerful and emotion packed voices 
of Rob and Charlotte that didn’t break 
until the standing ovation at the end.

The Cowley production of this play was 
led, marketed and produced by Rob as a 
major part of the Acting course he is cur-
rently studying at Cowley Sixth Form.

GCSE courses and exams have been 
changed to ensure that young people 
have the knowledge and skills they 
need to succeed in the 21st Century. 

Top facts about the new GCSEs
1. GCSEs in England will have a new 

9 to 1 grading scale, to better 
differentiate between the highest 
performing students and distin-
guish clearly between the new and 
old exams.

2. Grade 9 is the highest grade and 
will be awarded to fewer students 
than the current A*.

3. The new GCSEs are being rolled 
out over the next few years, start-
ing with english language, english 
literature and maths exams in 
2017.

4. The old and new GcSe grading 
scales do not directly compare 
but there are three points where 
they align, as the diagram shows:• 
The bottom of grade 7 is aligned 
with the bottom of grade A;• The 
bottom of grade 4 is aligned with 
the bottom of grade C; and• The 

bottom of grade 1 is aligned with 
the bottom of grade G.

5. Although the exams will cover 
more challenging content, this 
won’t mean your child gets a 
lower grade than they might have 
under the old system. Ofqual, the 
exams regulator, will ensure that 
broadly the same proportion of 
students will get grades 1, 4 and 
7 and above in any subject as 
would have got grades G, C or A 
and above respectively in the old 
system, other things beingequal.

6. The Department for Education 
recognises grade 4 and above as a 
‘standard pass’; this is the mini-
mum level that students need to 
reach in english and maths, oth-
erwise they will need to continue 
to study these subjects as part of 
their post-16 education. There is 
no re-take requirement for other 
subjects.

The first exams for the reformed GCSEs 
in english language, english literature 
and maths are being held in summer 

STUDENTS wOw wITH SOlID 
PERFORMANCE IN CUlT PlAY

lOST  
PROPERTY

We have lots of coats, bags, trainers 
and shoes in our lost property that has 
been collected over the last academic 
year. 

These items will be displayed during 
break and lunch-time on the wooden 
steps on the 11-16 site as the summer 
term draws to a close. 

Please encourage your daughter/son 
to check for any items which they may 
have lost or misplaced.

GCSE GRADING CHANGES FOR 2017 -  
wHAT YOU NEED TO KNOw



KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
21st July   college closes for summer
17th August   A Level results day
24th August   GcSe results day
24/25th August  Sixth Form enrolment
6th September  College reopens after the summer break
22nd - 24th September Year 7 PGL trip

Students who have read over a million 
words this school year belong to a select 
group of Accelerated Reader Million-
aires. A word count is generated each 
time a student reads a book and then 
takes a reading practice quiz online using 
our Accelerated Reader software. 

Congratulations to the Year 7 and Year 8 
students who have read over one million 
words during this year!

All of the millionaires will be attending 
a trip during the last week of term with 
Mrs Pennington and Mrs Burrows. They 
have already been presented with a 
badge, a certificate and a front of queue 
pass. 

Year 7
Kayleigh Armstrong 7B
Ryan Bowes 7I  
Hollie Bridge 7Y
Mia Colbeck 7G
Georgina Green 7V
eleanor Moran 7o
Maja Petersburska 7R
Molly Riley 7V
Menura Salwatura 7w      
courtney Samuel 7o
laila Scully 7o
Tanishka Tiwani 7I

Year 8
Elliot Barker  8V
Caitlin Boulton 8R
Michael Dowd 8O
Jessica Dunn 8R
Grace Kendrick 8B
Layla Sant 8R
Anna Prescott 8V
Saariyah Uddin 8I
Faith Wild 8G

THE YEAR 7 & 8 STUDENTS wHO 
ARE wORD MIllIONAIRES!

YEAR 10  
UNIVERSITY 
VISIT 

On Monday, 26th June, a group of Year 10 
students travelled to Newcastle University 
to take part in a 3 day ‘University Survival 
Guide’ event.

whilst there, the students sampled a se-
lection of courses available and took part 
in some fun team building activities.

The students got to really experience 
university life as they stayed on campus 
during the course of their visit.

FEEDBACK FROM YEAR 6 PARENTS ABOUT 
THE RECENT 3-DAY TASTER AT COwlEY

“My daughter has loved her time at Cowley. She was so nerv-
ous going in Tuesday morning. The change in a couple of days is 
fantastic. She can’t wait to start in September. Thank you.”

“My son has had a great time and he’s looking forward to start-
ing in September.”
 
“My son has loved his 3 days with you, especially the taster les-
sons today. He can’t wait to come in September!”
 

“My daughter has had a fantastic 3 days and wishes she was 
back tomorrow. Angel is looking forward to starting in Septem-
ber. Thank you to everyone for making her new journey special.”
 
“My daughter, Alicia, loved it and can’t wait for September!”
 
“My lad, Archie, is made up with your school and is ready and 
looking forward to all the new and exciting subjects you have!”



YOUNG ADULT  SUMMER READING 
LIST

With six school-free weeks at your dis-
posal, it’s the perfect time to catch up 
on all that reading you couldn’t do dur-
ing the busy school year. Here are some 
of the best YA books for summer…

Nemesis by Brendan Reichs
Beautifully strange and unpredictable, 
Nemesis is a twisted mystery thriller 
about small towns, horrific murders, 
and impossible occurrences. 

Caraval by Stephanie Garber
A complex performance, a disappear-
ing sister, and five nights of the most 
twisted game you’ll ever play make 
Caraval a thrill ride you don’t want to 
miss. Summer is the perfect time to 
hop on board. 

Carve the Mark by Veronica Roth
The author that brought us Divergent is 
back with a new science fiction series 
set in outer space. With magical gifts, 
vicious rivalries, and heart-pounding 
action, this is an intense read that will 
keep you turning pages long into the 
night.

Flame in the Mist by Renée Ahdieh
Inspired by the story of “Mulan” this 
adventure will leave you breathless. 
Original characters, romance, a fierce 
heroine, and a secretive clan of bandits 
make this a story you can’t resist.

Dragonwatch by Brandon Mull
Seth and Kendra are put to the test 
when dragons get restless and threaten 
to break out of the magical sanctuary 
that keeps them contained. Fablehaven 
fans will devour every action-packed 
page of this follow-up to the popular 
fantasy series.

Traitor to the Throne by Alwyn Hamil-
ton
The sequel to Rebel of the Sands will 
sweep you off your feet and into the 
Persian world of Amani and Jin once 
again. The mystery, espionage, and plot 
twists will keep you guessing until the 
very end.

Now I Rise by Kiersten White
The prickly and violent Lada returns 
with a vengeance in this sequel to And 
I Darken. This sweeping saga is set 
within the ancient Ottoman Empire and 
all its beauty, tradition, romance, and 
bloodshed.

Last of the Giants by Jeff Campbell, 
illustrated by Adam Grano
Readers will be enthralled by this 
account of animals that have gone 
extinct or nearly extinct in the past five 
hundred years. A perfect summer read 
for environmentally minded teens and 
anyone that enjoys fascinating nonfic-
tion.

The March Against Fear by Ann Bau-
sum
Tackling the intricate issues and events 
of the politically heated atmosphere in 
1966 Mississippi, this book is a retell-
ing of James Meredith’s journey to 
inspire change and conquer fear.

For Love and Honor by Jody Hedlund
A tender and genuine love story about 
a romance that blooms between a des-
perate knight and a secretive maiden. 
A romance in its purest form, this book 
challenges us to see beyond imperfec-
tions and appreciate the beauty of a 
person’s soul.

Once and for All by Sarah Dessen
After frightening her fans into thinking 
she’d never write another YA novel, 
Sarah Dessen decided to charm us all 
with her newest release. Perfect for 
summer, this wedding planning romp 
will have you laughing and tearing up in 
equal turns.

Midnight Jewel by Richelle Mead
If you loved The Glittering Court and 
have been waiting anxiously for Mira’s 
story, the wait is over! Experience this 
sweeping romance with the eyes of a 
refugee-turned-vigilante as she fights 
for her freedom.

When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya 
Menon
Two Indian American teens attend a 
summer program for future web devel-
opers, but a marriage arrangement and 
a culture steeped in tradition looms 
between them. This is a delightful sum-
mer read for the older YA crowd.

Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner
Carver is left reeling after a horrible 
accident kills his three best friends. 
Now he has to deal with the aftermath 
— grief, judgment, and possible prison 
time.

Words in Deep Blue by Cath Crowley
Loss, friendship, and hope combine 
in this heartfelt love story about two 
ex-best friends working together and 
watching everyone else fall in love. 
Don’t crack this book open without a 
tissue handy.

In other Library news…
Cowley’s dedicated library assist-
ants: Layla Bavis-Botham, Charlie Hill, 
Kayleigh Armstrong, charlie Topping 
and Molly Riley were awarded their 
‘Library Assistant’ badges for success-
fully completing their level one skills 
booklet and practical task sheet. Very 
well done!


