
Cowley International College 
Pupil Premium Evaluation and Analysis 2014/15 

What is Pupil Premium Funding? 

The Pupil Premium was introduced in April 2011 to provide additional support for looked after children, those children from low income families and service 
children.  The funding is made available to schools to help narrow the attainment gap that still exists between pupils from disadvantaged and more affluent 
backgrounds.  It therefore supports those students who have either been registered for free school meals at any point within the last six years, students who 
have been on the St Helens Local Authority looked after register (and have been continuously registered for more than six months), and children of service 
personnel.  Cowley International College consistently has about half of their 11-16 students that meet these requirements (Source: RAISE Dec 2014). 

Use of Pupil Premium 2014-15 

The College received £545,105 in Pupil Premium.  The College based the support and intervention on the Cowley Pillars of Pupil Premium: 

 Literacy 
 Numeracy 
 Quality of Teaching  
 Attendance  
 Aspiration 

The 5 pillars are underpinned by the leadership and these form the basis and structure to the annual Pupil Premium Plan. 

External Review 

The college has had two 1 day external Pupil Premium reviews by a consultant (currently working as an OfSTED inspector) during 2015 (January and 
September).  These kind of reviews are recommended by OfSTED through the National College for Teaching & Leadership and the Teaching Schools 
Council. 

The reviews explored the impact of the Pupil Premium funding.  The activities conducted by the inspector included: 

 Interviews with leaders in the college who form part of the Pupil Premium strategy group 
 Interviews with Pupil Premium students 
 Scrutinising the documents that are required to be published on the college website 
 Exploring internal student progress, attendance and behaviour data. 

Comments from the external report 

 Interviews with the Assistant Headteachers responsible for Maths and English confirmed that the college are taking effective measures to tackle the 
gap in performance of disadvantaged pupils. 



 Smaller teaching groups for pupils in both English and Maths are now embedded in years 9 -11 with evidence of improved progress for disadvantaged 
pupils (in the current Y7-11). 

 Positive feedback from a group of Year 12 students confirmed that, in their view, the quality of the support they received in Year 11 was high. They 
cited the smaller teaching groups as ‘an excellent development’ with comments such as; ‘we can always get our queries answered as the teacher has 
more time’. The group was articulate, well-informed and had no negative comments to share about the support they had received.  

 Colleagues with responsibility for these areas (attendance and behaviour) were able to demonstrate the impressive strides that had been made and 
the impact of the strategies that had been introduced. 

 These systems (self-evaluation) remain effective and help to demonstrate the progress being made by disadvantaged pupils as they move through the 
school. External reviews of departments and moderations of their work confirm the accuracy of the college assessments. With these points in mind, 
predictions for the current Year 11 cohort show an improving picture for disadvantaged pupils. 

 Using current (2015) figures disadvantaged pupils overall did less well than they did in 2014. However, any analysis of the college performance must 
focus on the performance of all pupils in all year groups. When these factors are considered the picture is a much more positive one for current pupils 
with the ‘good’ descriptor accurately reflecting the present position. 

 The college has effective systems for prioritising and deploying resources for pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium. 

Context 

  YEAR 7  YEAR 8  YEAR 9  YEAR 10  YEAR 11  Whole College

  NUMBER  %  NUMBER  %  NUMBER  %  NUMBER  %  NUMBER  %  NUMBER %
PUPIL PREMIUM  133  56%  109  48% 121  51% 124  57% 107  48% 594 52%
NON PUPIL PREMIUM  106  44%  119  52% 115  49% 92  43% 116  52% 548 48%
ALL STUDENTS  239     228     236     216     223     1142

Impact 

Pillar Evaluation 
Attendance The college continues to make significant improvements in attendance with overall attendance in 2013/14 was 93.9% with 

a 0.5% improvement in 2014/15 resulting in attendance increasing to 94.4%. 
Disadvantaged (Pupil Premium) students’ attendance is lower than the Non-Pupil Premium students which fits with 
National Trends.  However, the GAP between the two groups of students is narrowing.  The school 2014/15 school GAP is 
3.6% compared to the National GAP of 3.2%. 

Quality of 
Teaching 

Improvement in quality of teaching.  Teaching is judged ‘good’ overall with an increase in the number of lessons judged as 
‘outstanding’ 
93% of Pupil Premium students studying English and 95% of Pupil Premium students studying maths preferred working in 
smaller groups. 
93% of Pupil Premium students studying English and 91% of Pupil Premium students studying maths said that the small 
groups have helped them to make progress. 

Aspiration The college had a positive OfSTED review on Alternative Provision (October 2013) with many strengths identified of the 
college’s work in this area. 
Pupil Premium students attended personal development visits e.g. Quinta for Y8 and the Outward Bound residential. 

 



Year 7 and 8 from 2015 Summer assessments 

 

                     
                     
   YEAR 7  YEAR 8 
ENGLISH  N/A  Red  Amber  Green  Gold N/A  Red  Amber  Green  Gold
PUPIL PREMIUM  2  9  23  64  35 4  7  22  53  23
NON PUPIL PREMIUM  1  5  15  44  41 6  4  27  64  18
ALL STUDENTS  3  14  38  108  76  10  11  49  117  41 
                              
PUPIL PREMIUM  1.5%  6.8%  17.3%  48.1%  26.3% 3.7%  6.4%  20.2%  48.6%  21.1%
NON PUPIL PREMIUM  0.9%  4.7%  14.2%  41.5%  38.7% 5.0%  3.4%  22.7%  53.8%  15.1%
GAP           6.6%  ‐12.4%          ‐5.2%  6.0%
GAP (on or above target)          ‐5.8%         +0.8%

                     
                     
   YEAR 7  YEAR 8 
MATHS  N/A  Red  Amber  Green  Gold N/A  Red  Amber  Green  Gold
PUPIL PREMIUM  1  13  18  57  44 4  13  18  45  29
NON PUPIL PREMIUM  1  1  18  45  41 6  11  23  53  26
ALL STUDENTS  2  14  36  102  85  10  24  41  98  55 
                              
PUPIL PREMIUM  0.8%  9.8%  13.5%  42.9%  33.1% 3.7%  11.9%  16.5%  41.3%  26.6%
NON PUPIL PREMIUM  0.9%  0.9%  17.0%  42.5%  38.7% 5.0%  9.2%  19.3%  44.5%  21.8%
GAP           0.4%  ‐5.6%          ‐3.3%  4.8%
GAP (on or above target)          ‐5.2%         +1.5%

                     
Key                   
Red  Less than 1 sub level of progress              
Amber  1 sub level of progress                 
Green  2 sub levels of progress                 
Gold  More than 2 sub levels of progress              

 

 

 



Summary for Pupil Premium Data (Y11 GCSE) 
 

  2013  2014  2015  2016 
Measure  Cowley  

% 
National
% 

Diff Cowley 
% 

National 
% 

Diff Cowley 
% 
 

National 
% 

Diff
 

Cowley %
prediction   
April 16 

Diff 
(2015 Nat 
data) 

5A*‐C inc.  E&M  58  60  ‐2  54  55  ‐1  49  56  ‐7  62  +6 
5A*‐C inc E&M (disadv)  50  41  +9  43  36  +7  31  36  ‐5  53  +17 
5A*‐C inc E&M  (other)  63  67  ‐4  64  62  +2  65  63  +2  72  +9 
English (core) A*‐C  66  67  ‐1  63  67  ‐4  57  67  ‐10  73  +3 
English (core) A*‐C (disadv)  56  50  +6  50  51  ‐1  38  51  ‐13  63  +12 
English (core)A*‐C (other)  72  73  ‐1  74  73  +1  72  74  ‐2  84  +10 
Maths A*‐C   64  70  ‐6  65  67  ‐2  60  67  ‐7  66  ‐1 
Maths A*‐C (disadv)  57  53  ‐4  51  49  +2  46  49  ‐3  58  +9 
Maths A*‐C (other)  69  77  ‐8  78  73  +5  72  74  ‐2  76  +2 
English (core) 3LOP  62  69  ‐7  58  70  ‐12  55  69  ‐14  69  0 
English (core) 3LOP (disadv)  58  56  +2  49  58  ‐9  37  57  ‐20  61  +4 
English (core) 3LOP (other)  65  74  ‐9  66  74  ‐18  72  74  ‐2  79  +5 
Maths 3LOP  65  70  ‐5  48  65  ‐17  53  66  ‐13  57  ‐9 
Maths 3LOP (disadv)  59  54  +5  37  48  ‐11  40  49  ‐9  50  +1 
Maths 3LOP (other)  69  76  ‐7  59  71  ‐12  64  72  ‐8  66  ‐6 

 

Key 

>2% on National data 
<2% on National data 
In line with National data 
National data not yet available 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 Catch-Up Funding 
The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives schools additional funding to support year 7 pupils who did not achieve at least level 4 in reading and/or 
maths at the end of key stage 2 (KS2). 

 

 2013/14 2014/15 
 English Maths English Maths 
Number of students eligible for 
catch-up funding 

10 48 31 30

Percentage who have reached 
level 4 by end of Y7 

90% 79% 52% 30%

Percentage who have made 
expected progress in Y7 

90% 81% 74% 57%

 

 


