
Key Revision Questions  

Section A Memory 

1) Describe and evaluate one study in which the multi-store explanation of memory was 
investigated. Include in your answer the method used, the results obtained and the 
conclusion drawn. Evaluate the study that you have described. 
(Answer in continuous prose.) (6 marks) 

2) Describe one study in which the levels of processing explanation of memory was 
investigated. Include in your answer the aim of the study, the method used, the results 
obtained and the conclusion drawn. (4 marks) 
 

3) Some studies have been criticised for lacking ecological validity. 
State what is meant by a lack of ecological validity. Briefly explain why ecological validity 
might or might not be an issue in the study that you have described in question 2. (3 marks) 
 

4) Describe how knowledge of levels of processing could be used to revise for an 
examination. (3 marks) 

 

MARK SCHEME 

1) Murdock study. You would get 1 mark for method, 1 mark for results, 1 mark for 
conclusion. Possible answer: In Murdock’s study, participants had to learn a list 
of words presented one at a time, for 2 seconds a word, and then recall them in 
any order. The results showed that more words were recalled from the 
beginning and the end of the list than from the middle of the list. Murdock 
concluded that this showed evidence for both a short term memory store and a 
long term memory store. 

A further 3 marks for the evaluation. Possible answer: This study has been 
criticised because the task was artificial; we don’t usually have to learn lists of 
words in everyday life (2 marks). Most everyday events are easily remembered 
without rehearsal (1 mark). It is more important to understand the meaning of 
information when trying to remember it (1 mark). 

2) Craik and Tulving study. Must include aim, method, results and conclusion. 1 mark 
for each part.  

3) Possible answer; ecological validity means that a study can be linked to real life 
situations (1 mark). 2 further marks for explaining why Craik and Tulving’s study 
lacks ecological validity.  
 

4) Possible answer; Levels of processing suggests that the deeper you process 
information the more likely you are to remember it (1 mark). Therefore, when you are 
revising if you put information in your own words (1 mark) you deep process it so are 
more likely to remember it (1 mark). 

 

 



Section B Non-verbal communication 

 

1) Describe the method and results of one study in which touch was investigated. (2 
marks) 

 
2) Explain one function of eye contact. Describe the method and results of a 
psychological study to support your answer. (5 marks) 

3) Describe one study in which personal space was investigated. Include in your 
answer the reason why the study was conducted, the method used, the results 
obtained and the conclusion drawn. (4 marks) 

 
4) Explain at least one practical implication of studies of non-verbal communication. 

(3 marks) 

 

Section C Development of Personality 

 

1) Describe one study in which biological cause of antisocial personality desorder was 
investigated. Include in your answer the aim of the study, the method used, the 
results obtained and the conclusion drawn. (4 marks) 
 

2) Briefly outline one implication of research into Antisocial Personality Disorder. (2 
marks) 
 

3) Describe and evaluate one study in which temperament was investigated. 
Include in your answer the method used, the results obtained and the conclusion 
drawn. Evaluate the study that you have described. (6 marks) 

 
4) Outline one criticism of Eysenck’s type theory.(2 marks) 
 
 
 

Section D Stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination 

1) Describe one study in which prejudice was investigated. Include in your answer the 
aim of the study, the method used, the results obtained and the conclusion drawn. (4 
marks) 

2) Use your knowledge of psychology to describe the method of a study in which 
in-groups and out-groups were investigated. Your answer should contain detail of what 
 done in the study, including how the in-group and the out-group were created, and 
what was measured in the study.(4 marks) 

3) There are many ways of reducing prejudice and discrimination. Some of these ways 
have been described by Aronson, Sherif and Elliott. 
Briefly evaluate one way of reducing prejudice and discrimination. (2 marks) 

 



Section E Research Methods 

A psychologist conducted an experiment to find out if people reacted more quickly to a 
ringing bell or to a flashing red light. Each participant sat in front of a machine which 
could make a sound like a ringing bell, or could flash a red light. The participant had to 
press a button on the machine immediately when they: 
● heard a bell ring 
or 
● saw a red light flash. 
The machine recorded their reaction times in milliseconds. 

1) Identify the independent variable in this experiment (1 mark) 
2) Identify the dependent variable in this experiment (1 mark) 
3) Write a suitable hypothesis for this experiment (2 marks) 

 

4) Describe how a psychologist could have used systematic sampling to select 10 
participants. Outline one limitation of systematic sampling and explain how this might 
affect the study (6 marks) 
 

TIPS ON ANSWERING; 

1) Match the study and make sure you know which study the question is asking for. 
2) Read the questions carefully; the question specifically say what it wants in the 

answer such as aim, method, results, conclusion and evaluation. 
3) If the question is a 6 mark question it will usually want aim and method (1 mark), 

results (1 mark), conclusion (1 mark), then 3 additional marks for the evaluation.  
4) Practical application questions – you need to make sure you say how the information 

found out from the study is now used in everyday life. E.g. famous restaurants train 
their waiters/waitresses to ensure they make eye contact with customers.  


