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Specific content: impacts of industry on the physical environment. 

Factories & 
Quarrying

Visual

Air/waterLand

How can industry impact the 
environment?

Factories look unsightly

dull
uninteresting

Pollution from 
factories effects the air 
and water

Land destroyed by lorries 
transporting raw materials

Transport of raw 
materials is usually by 
road increasing air 
pollution

Soil is ruined by factory waste
Natural habitats are destroyed



Torr Quarry, Somerset
http://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=UW7iRsut4ck

What is quarrying?

https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=yLYk2dLYFkA

The owner of the quarry is….Aggregate Industries

Limestone is the rock extracted.

100 people are employed in the quarry.

Contribution made to the local economy is £15 million

The rock extracted can be used for construction (road)

The rock is transported away from the quarry by rail

The rock is taken to the SE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW7iRsut4ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLYk2dLYFkA


Specific content: An example of how modern industrial development can be more 
environmentally sustainable
The quarry will be deepened  and operations carried out until 2040. 

Torr Quarry has become more environmental sustainable.

• It is being restored to create a lake for recreation and water supply

• Limestone features will be created to fit in with the natural landscape

• 200 acres of the site have already been landscaped to blend in with the environment (grass and trees planted)

• Noise, vibrations, water and airborne emissions are monitored regularly

• Use of rail rather than roads to transport materials to reduce impact on local villages

Monitoring of noise etc. is reported to the government 
department ‘Environmental Agency’ every year.

Quarry has direct access to the A361 road (avoids other 
traffic). This A road links to the railway.  



Specific content: An example of how modern industrial 
development can be more environmentally sustainable

How to make 
industry more 

sustainable

Visual

Fines

DesulphurizationTargets

Technology
Technology can reduce harmful emissions

This removes harmful gases such as sulphur 
dioxide from power station chimneys

Strict environmental targets 
given to industries on water 
quality, air pollution and 
landscape damage

Heavy fines imposed when an 
industrial pollution incident occurs

Trees can be planted around the factories/quarries to act as a screen 



Specific content: social and economic changes in the rural landscape in one area of 
population growth and one area of population decline

The Outer Hebrides
Cambridgeshire – protest about too much traffic 



An area of population growth: South 
Cambridgeshire

An area of population decline: The Outer 
Hebrides

Social effects of population growth are:
1. Commuters use the services in the place they work so 

Cambridgeshire businesses do not benefit
2. 80% car ownership means more traffic in narrow country roads 
3. Rejuvenation of farm buildings and new developments 

(gentrification)can break down community spirit between new 
arrivals and people who have always lived in the area.

4. Young people raised in the area cannot afford the high cost of 
housing and have to leave

Social effects of population decline are:
1. Number of school children expected 

to fall due to an ageing population 
resulting in school closures

2. Fewer people of working age because 
younger people are leaving

3. Care issues in the future likely due to 
an ageing population

Economic effects of population decline 
are:
The government are struggling to provide 
subsidies to help support the 
infrastructure e.g. busses post offices and 
so many are closing

Economic effects of population growth 
are:
1. Reduction in agricultural employment 

because farmers sell their land for 
development

2. Lack of affordable housing
3. High petrol prices due to high 

demand
4. Increasing number of migrants puts 

presuure on services increasing their 
cost

Use Graph C (below) to describe the 
population growth between 2001 – 2031.

The population has increased steadily 
between 2001 and 2031. it is estimated 
that the population will increase from 
130,000 to almost 200,000 in this time

The Outer Hebrides are on the isle of 
Lewis, located of the north west coast of 
Scotland. It is located in the most south 
westerly part of the Isle of Lewis

The population structure has changed between 2004 and 
2014. In 2014 the proportion of over 45- 75+ year olds is 
higher than in 2004 with approximately 15,000 people. In 
2004 0-44 had a higher proportion of people 13,000.



Specific content: improvements and new developments in road and rail 
infrastructure, port and airport capacity

1. In 2014 the UK established a £15 billion ‘Road Investment Strategy’.  This will improve the UK 
economy by creating jobs; enabling vehicles to travel quicker, reduce delays and increase 
capacity on our roads. The Mersey Gateway Bridge is a local example, opened October 2017. 
70,000 vehicles use the bridge each day.

2. Improvements in railway will help the UK economy – improve links between the UK and the rest 
of Europe helping industry and encouraging investment.

3. HS2 - £50 billion project to build a new rail line, connect London to Birmingham, Sheffield , 
Leeds and Manchester, Due to be completed in 2033

4. Liverpool2 is a new port. More than double the ports capacity and so compete with other major 
UK ports. It will create thousands of jobs, boost the economy of the north-west, reduce the 
amount of freight traffic on the roads.

5. Airports are vital for the UK economy because they create vital global links, provide thousands of 
jobs and boost economic growth regionally and nationally

6. Arguments for and against Heathrow having a new runway:

For: employs 76,000 people and supports many local businesses.

Against: noise from the planes.



Specific content: the north–south divide. Strategies 
used in an attempt to resolve regional differences

• North-south divide - Economic and cultural differences between Southern England (the 
South-East, Greater London, the South-West and parts of the East) and Northern England (the 

North-East, West and Yorkshire and the Humber). There are clear differences in health 
conditions, house prices, earnings, and political influence.



Strategies used in an attempt to resolve 
regional differences

Strategy Description Examples

Foreign 
investment

Money from companies abroad invested in areas in 
the UK. E.g. opening factories.

Nissan at Washington in Tyne And Wear opened in 1984 and 
Mitsubishi at Livingston  near Edinburgh opened in 1975

Transport 
improvements

Money invested in improving transport and therefore 
access within and between the north and south.

• HS2 between London and the north  and the electrification 
of the Trans Pennine railway.

• M62 upgraded
• Liverpool2 deep water container port
• Mersey Gateway Bridge – 6 lane Toll bridge over the river 

Mersey to improve access to Liverpool2

Local Enterprise
Partnerships

Voluntary partnerships between local authorities and 
businesses. There are currently 39 in England. They 
aim to identify and encourage companies to invest,
creating jobs and boosting the local economy.

• Burnley Town Centre
• Lancaster City Centre
• Lancashire Business Park

Enterprise zones Aim to encourage the establishment of new 
businesses and new jobs in areas where there were 
no pre-existing businesses. The government provide 
superfast broadband, financial allowances for land 
and machinery and have simplified regulations to 
help speed up the establishment of new businesses..

Warton Enterprise Zone in the northwest of England.



Trade Transport

Electronic 
CommunicationsCulture

On average, 49.6% of the UKs 
exports go to the EU, 50.4% to the 
rest of the world.  Though this may 
now change with Brexit.

The UK’s culture has spread globally 
through the Commonwealth. Many 
Government systems are based on that 
of the UK e.g. India

Arctic fibre – cables to be 
laid between London and 
Tokyo, a distance of 
15,000km! This will allow 
more efficient, high 
speed global electronic 
communications.

Heathrow airport places the UK centrally in 
global air travel. It is one of the worlds 
busiest airports.

The UK is a 
multicultural 
society. Bristol 
receives 
migrants from 
all over the 
world. 

Rail and ferry transport links 
across the channel are 
crucial due to the fact the 
UK is an island.

Exports to China are growing 
with25% more exports going 
to China in 2015 than they did 
in 2011.

UK media productions 
often have a global 
audience Dr Who being 
one of the most 
popular, recent 
exports.

Specific content: the place of the UK in the wider world. Links 
through trade, culture, transport, and electronic 
communication. Economic and political links: the European 
Union (EU) and Commonwealth.


